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GRADUS 

*' < AD 

CANTABRIGIAM: 

A Dictionary of Terms, 

ACADEMICAL and COLLOQUIAL, or CA XT, 

WHICH ARft USED AT THE 

University of Cambridge. 

With a Variety of Curious and Entertaining 
ILLUSTRA TIONS. 



** The academical Honoun, and colloquial Phrases, (at the 
University of Cambridge,) are all very unintelligible, both 
to the Students, and Fellows, of the several Colleges, indi- 
vidually; and, also, to the Public at large.*' 

(Gent. Mag. Vol. I AT. Jan, 1795.^ 
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DEDICATION. 






JL O all to whom this Gradus may come. 
Greeting: in an especial manner, to all youiig 
Gentlemen Freshmen of the most ancient and 
renowned University of Cambridge, 

Young Gents, 

I fain would say, Quod petis, hie 
est — * a work of this kind having long been, con- 

A 2 fessedly, 



* I remember seeing these words, in large gold letters, over 
a very commodious booth SJr P^Z-fair, otherwis»- called, MiiU 
summer-hiT ; and wondered, how a cup of tea and coffee — for no- 
thing more was promised — could answer to Quod petis! This, 
thought I, might suit the sober *Af<zu<///n/.'f But, on entering, 
I found, that the words would admit of \try free construction. 
The hie was behind the bar, where sat the Quod petis, who took 
in the news I 

f Men <»f Magdalene Col'ege, remarkable for tbclr vme-ku lifts. They 

drinlc tea to excess. 



DEDICATION. 

fcssediy, a desideratum in English literature — hi 
fear, there ate many words which you will look fc 
in the Gradus ad Cantahrigiam^ and not find — man 
find, which you did not lobk for. If this will I 
to you a matter of regret — disappointment it cai 
not be— because, I tell you before-hand, how muc 
more, ought it to be, — nay, is it, to me! B\ 
needful omissions, and needless insertions, will n< 
be the only grounds of complaint, and, for whicl 
I expect to suffer Criticism — (This poor, Grei 
word has been sadly abused !*) There are, besidi 
these, many errors — owing to my not owing obligi 
tions, which, by the way, I should have been vei 
happy in doing, to Cantabs of greater expcricnc 
and a more improved vat. May it please you, n: 
young masters, notwithstanding these discourag 

menl 



* The matchless Dryden complained, upwards of i< 
ytzn ago", that * Criticism was become mere hangman's worl 
(Life of Lucian,) The present age boasts itself to be less ^^ 
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J>SDICA7IOir« 

I ments, to becoikie the patroDs of this liltbs \Tork ? 

In tfae nc:it edition-'-^hotalil sneh an occasion offer— 

I it shall be my bimness^ as it will be my duty, to 

It render it more worthy of your, and your successors', 

*: support and paliroiiiige. Regard the present, as Cho 

I well-meant, though rarpevfect, endeavour^ of an 

inexperienced 8»ph* 

— Liberitis si 

Dixcro quid, si iovie jocosius : hoc mihi juris 
Cum vcnia dabis. 

Though, in writing to Cambridge men, there can 
be no need of apology for being too much addicted 
^^ joking, ^ You will perceive, that I have spared 
^0 puns to gratify you. This species of wit fpun^ 
^ingj has been, time immemorial, in request at 
our most famous University. In the choice of the 
terms, ycleped cant^ or colloquial — and in the de- 
finitions annexed to them> you will find, that 

2 ''*' ^^\s^^ 



©EDICATIOir, 



ff 



** Some be of laughing, as ha, ha, he.' 

Shakspeare citing Lilly. 
(See Much ado about Nothwg,J 

Some of the conceits, however, it is to be feared, 
Vfill be found of a contrary nature, viz. very, very 
lameiitabk. In this department, I have desiderated, 
in vain, the talents of a passing ingenious Jesuit,* 
who is omnipotent in punning., 

Omne 



* See Jesuit sub voce. The wight alluded to, is the author 
of a Defence of the University in its Proceedings against W. 
Ffend, M. A. Fellow of jfesus; of which College, the Author, 
likewise, ii, if we may judge from his incomparabie Work, a very 
surprising * Fellow.* As a specimen of his puns, take the fol- 
lowing, which ought to have been inserted under the article 

KXP LING ISM. 

* A Kipling need not fear, where a Scaliger might smile in tri- 
umph ; for what though the eyeballs of a raving pedagogue 
might wildly stare at the sight of Bus, poor harmless sound f 
owing to the quick association in the fuming brain, 'twixt 
hits, and blunderbuss , or any other instrument oicastigation. (! ! ! ) 
yet be calm, good gentlemen, an error of the printer, you must 
surely own it, redeemed in the preceding page by the author 

himself,. 



DEDICATION. 

Omne tuUt PUN^TOM— 

• 

This Work has been indebted, for some very in- 
genious and apposite illustrations, to the Gentleman 9 
Magazine** Tlte Oxford and Cambridge Monthly 
Miscellany f and, The Spirit of the Public Journals^ 

have 



himsQ^f, but be not mortified — See there it — w, aild cease to 
vent your idle rage.' In a note, we arc told, — • The clamour 
a^inst the prolegomena of Dr. Kipling, to his fac simile of 
Beza, has arisen from the insertion of Pagini-^ns, {oxPagin^ 
IS, -which appearing in the preceding page, represents the 2^- 
fair in its proper light.' 



• Mr. Urban must, however, excuse me, if I express my 
Indignation at the correspondent who has put into the mouth of 
the Cantabrigians such language as the following;'^'' Luckily I 
cramm*d him so well, that Juinest Jo l lux tipt me the coal.* By 
• honest Jollux* is meant the Tutor! * I am sorry,5 says a cor- 
respondenty in reply, * that a learned University is disgraced 
by such low, nonsensical conversation, which seems better cal- 
culated for the purlietn of Chick-lane, or Broad St. Giles's. 
It was, no doubt, at one of the above places, that Mr. Urban's 
coi respondent, * honest Jollux ^^ derived the contents of his 
communication. 



PXBlCATt«K. 

liave enriched the Gradat ai Caatai/rig'tam wiih 
some most exquisite pieces of humorous poetry. — 
The Publither conceiving, that the merit of the 
Work, if it possessed any, would be that of form' 
ing a complete Loukoiho Book, has very proper- 
ly adapted it to the pocket— to which, commending 
it| I remain, 

Young Gents, 

Your academical Brother, 

A PE.MBItOCHIAN. 

fnm wf seal a the Flibtidc. 

Nov. 11, iSoi. 




GRADUS 

AD 

CANTABRIGIAM. 



B. Artium Bacculator, Bachelor of Arts. 
ous, and — not worth mentioning, have been the 
ologies ascribed to the term Bachelor. The 
one, and the mostjlaitering ! seems to be Bacca 
its. Those who either are, or expect to be, 
ured with the title of Bachelor of Arts , will. hear 
exultation, that they are then * considered as the 
ling flowers of the University; as the small pil- 

or bacca, of the /aw/^e/ indicates the flowering 
at tree, which is so generally used in the crowns 
lose, who have deserved well, both of the mili- 
states, and of the republic of learning.' 

Carter s His tori/ of Cambridge , 1753. 

B U 
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It is curious, that Laureat was anciently an 
academical titk. ' He l^eastly Skflton/ so called 
by Pope* — by the great Erasmus, in a letter to 
King IlcnVy the Eighth, pronounced, Britannicum 
Hterarum^ lumen et decus ! — was laureated at both of 
our Universities. The following is an extract from 
the Cambridge Register, Anno 150^. " Conceditur 
JoHANNi Skeltoxi, poetc laureate, quod possit 
constare eodem gradu hie quo stetit Oxonii^ ^. quod 
possit uti habitu sibi concesso a principe.'^ It has 
not been precisely ascertained by the learned Society 
of Antiquaries, who have obliged the world with so 
many useful discoveries, in what the dress of thf 
LAUREAT consisted beside his crown. 

The following ingenious and lively paraphrase on 
Horace's Exegi Mcmumentum, will shew that the titli< 
of A. B. is considered as no mean acquisition.. 



* Imitations of Horace. 



. IT 

V 

'I. 



*• 'Tis done : — I tow'r to that degree, 

And catch such heav'oly fire, 
That Horace ne'er could rant like me, 

Nor is King's Chapel * higjher. 

My name, in sure recording page^ 

Shall time itself o'er-pow'r; 
If no rude mice, with envious rage, 

The butfrif books devour. 

A title too> with added grace, 

My name shall now attend ; 
Till to the church, with 'silent pace, 

A nymph and priest ascend. 

Ev'n in t/ic schools I now rejoice, 

Where late I look'd with fear ; 
Nor heed the Moderator's voice 

Loud thund'ring in my ear. 

B 2 Then 

* R(gAli situ pyrimaidttm altitu. 



Then with ^olian flute I blow 

A soft Italian lay;* 
Or where Cam*s scanty waters flow, 

Releas'd from lectures stray. 

Mean while, friend Banks,t my merits clain 

Their just reward from you ; 
For Horace bids us challenge fame 

When once that fame's our due. 

Invest me with a graduate's gown,^ 
'Midst shouts of all beholders ; 

My h;;ad, with ample square cap, crown, | 
And deck, with hood, my shoulders." 

ABSOLUTIO 



jEolium carmen ad Italos 



Deduxisse xnodos. 

f A celebrated tailor. 

X mihi Dclphica 

Lauro cinge volens — comam. 
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ABSOLUTION. It is expressly ordered by the 
statutes, that the Vice-Cbancellor shall pronounce 
AbsoltUion^jaX the ei)d of every term.— Obsolete ! 
Such is the good order and regularity, may we not 
suppose! that prevails in the University, that there 
is no occasion to enforce this, with a variety of other 
statutes respecting discipline? — Requiescant in pace ! 

ACT. " To keep an Act ;" to perform an exer- 
cise in the public schools preparatory to the pro- 
ceeding in degrees. The act opens with a declama' 
tiouy which is no sooner ended, than the opponent 
brings forward his arguments^ and the keeper of th« 
act^ or respondent^ endeavours to take than off.^ 

ACT, for Actor, the performer of the above 
part — a candidate for a degree. 

ACFs BREAKFAST ; a treat given by the act 
to the opponents preparatory to their going to log* 

J5 3 gcvfvead^. 



gerhtadi. It is plensant to see what a good onder- 
standing pretrails between these wordy ckampUmi, 
They do but quarrel in jest, like the gentlemen of 
the long robe» If it be not propfaancness to para* 
phrase on Milton, we might say that, at the acfs 
hrtakfut^ 

They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet. 
Quaff ctffet and &o^a^---$ecure of surfeit ! 

iKGROTAT. Permission to be absent from 
chapel and lecture, on account of corporal indis- 
position—- -though, commonly, the real complaint 
is much more serious ; viz. indisposiHon of the mind ! 

A READING JEGROTAT. This is an illness 

which 

* A learned French Physician, who wrote a Latin Poem on 
Aa, {" Thea Sinentit,") ^ys of it. 



noitris gratiaiima Muai». 



Which entirely affects the head; and '^ wherein the 
patient must administer to himself/' — ^to 

Pliick from the memory a rooted erraitr; 
Raze out the written blunders of the brain — 

Sunt— /i6rf, quibus hunc lenire dolorem 
Possis, & magnam morhi deponere partem. 

Mathematical, or, as they are called, *' Heading 
Men," (see Reading Men,) commonly sue for 
JEgrotats in December, it being the month anterior 
to that in which they take their degree, when 
it becomes, in the very apposite words of Juvenal, 
(Sat. VII. 96.) 

utile multis, 

Pallere, & Vinum toto nesire Decembri. 

There is another kind of abstinence which is pre- 
scribe^ by Horace, and which, according to Dr. 
Wharton^ is * of the greatest consequence, in order 

B4 to 



U) preserve eacli taculty of the xaiad in due vigour." 

Quistudetoptatamcursucontingeremctam^ 
C^sg/K-e-^to be Senior Wkanolek.) 

Abstinuit Vcnere — 

Let kim avoid Castle-Es d. 

ANGELIC DOCTOR. See Dr. Kiplikg! 

ANNIVERSARY DAYS, now called Commb- 
uoRATtOK Dats, On these^«niif/-snnM, it was 
anciently the custom to perform mass in commeino- 
ittion of deceased benefactors ! 

APOLLO. One whose hair is loose and (lowing ; 
Unfnzsled, vHoniAnted, and untied; 



His Royal I iighness Prince William of Gloucester 
vas an Afollo during the whole of his residence 



at the University of Cambridge!! — ^The strange fluc- 
tuation of fashions has often afforded a theme for 
arousing disquisition. ^ I can remember/ says the 
pious Archbishop Tillotson, in one of .his sermons^ 
discoursing on this head, viz. of hair I ' since the 
wearing the hair 6e/ozo, the cars was looked upon as 
a sin of the frst magnitude; and when ministers 
generally, whatever their text was, did either find, 
or make, occasion to reprove the great sin of long 
hair; and if they saw any one in the congregation 
guilty in that kind, they would point him out particu-. 
larly, and let fly at him with great zeal.' (2d Serm, on 
Prov. XX. 11,6.) And WE can remember since the wea- 
ring the hair crept , i. e. above the ears, was looked 
upon, though not as a " sin," yet, as a very vulgar 
and RAFFISH sort of a thing; and when the doers 
of newspapers exhausted all their wit in endeavour- 
ing to rally the new-raised corps of Crops, regard. 
less of the Noble Duke who headed them; and, 
when the rude, rank-scented rabble, if they saw 

2 any 
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any one in the streets, whether Time, or the tonsor, 
had thinned his flowing hair; they would point him 
out particularly, and " let Jly at him/* as the Arch- 
bishop says, till not a shaft of ridicule remained ! 
The tax upon hair powder has now, however, pro- 
duced all over the country very plentiful Crops. 
Among the Cnriosa Cantabrigiensia, it may be re- 
corded, that our " most religious and gracious 
King," as he was called in the liturgy, Charles the 
Second, who, as Jiis worthy friend, the Earl of Ro- 
chester, remarked, 

never said a foolish thing, 
Nor ever did a wise one,— 

sent a letter to the University of Cambridge, for- 
bidding the members to wear periwigs, smoke to- 
bacco, and read their sermons!! It is needless to 
remark, that tobacco has not yet made its exit 
IK FUMO, and ihsit perixcigs still continue to adorn 

•* the Heads of Houses T- —Till the pre* 

seat) 
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sent, all prevailing, all accommodating^ fashion of 
Crops became general at the University, no young 
roan presumed to dine in hall till he had previously 
received a handsome trimming from the hair-dresser. 
The following inimitable imitation of " The Bard" 
of Gray is ascribed to the pen of the Hon, Thomas 
Erskine, when a student at Cambridge. Mr. E. 
having been disappointed of the attendance of his 
college barber, was compelled to forego his commons 
in hall ! An odd thought came into his head. In 
revenge, he determined to give his hair-dresser a 
good DRESSING : SO sat down, and began as follows: 

" Ruin seize thee, scoundrel Coe, 

Confusion on thy frizzing wait ; 
Iladst thou the only comb below, 

Thou never more shouldst touch my pate. 

Club, nor queue, nor twisted tail, 

Nor e'en thy chattering, barber, shall avail 

To 



12 

To save thy horse- whipp'd back from daily fears 
From Cantab's curse, from Cantab's tears. 

Such were the sounds that o'er the powder'd pride 
Of CoE, the barber, scatter'd wild dismay, 

As down the steep of Jackson's slippery lane, 
He wpuitd, with puffy march, his toilsome, tardy 
vay. 

In a room where Cambridge town 
Frowns o'er the kennel's stinking flood, 

Rob'd in a flannel powd'ring gown, 
With haggard eyes, poor Erskine stood ; 

(Long his beard and blouzy hair, 

Stream'd like an old wig to the troubled air;) 

And, with clung guts, and face than razor thinner, 

Swore the loud sorrows of his dinner. 

*' Hark ! how each striking clock, and tolling bell, 

With awful sounds, the hour of eating tell ! . 

O'er 
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O'er thee, Oh, Coe! their dreaded notes they wave; 
Soon shall such sounds proclaim thy yawning grave: 
Vocal in vain, through all the ling'ring da}', 
The grace already said, the plates all swept away.'* 

The Editor of the Gradus ad Cantabrigiam re- 
grets that he has not room for the insertion of the 
remainder of the ode. 

APOSTLES ; the xii last on the li^t of Bache- 
lors of Arts: a degree lower than the 0/ 9y>xXo/. 
'* Scape goats of literature, who have, at length, 
scrambled through the pales, and discipline, of the 
Senate House, without being plucked^ and miracu- 
lously obtained the title of A. B." ♦ 

ARGUMENTS. Syllogisms, for the use of the 
schools. These may be bought readi^ made, good 
as new, and very reasonable! of Maps, in 
Trumpington-Strect. They are called " Strings" at 
Oxford. ASSES' 




To save thy harse-whipp'il back from daily Tcai^ 
From Cantab's curse, from Cantab's (ears. 

Stich were the sounds that o'er the powder'd pride 
Of CoE, the barber, scatter'd wild dismay, 

As down ihesteep of Jackson's slippery lane, 
He wDuitd, with pulfy march, his toilsome, lardy 
way, 

In a room where Cambridge town 
Frowns o'er the kennel's stinking flood, 

Sob'd in a flannel powd'ring gown, 
With haggard eyes, poor Erskine stood ; 

(Long his beard and blouzy hair, 

Stream'd like an old wig to the troubled air;) 

And, with clung guts, and face than razor thinner, 

Swore the loud sorrows of his dinner, 

" Hark! how each striking clock, and toilinvbell, 

With awful sounds, the hour of eating tell ! . 

O'er 
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0*er thee. Oh, Coe! their dreaded notes they wave; 
Soon shall such sounds proclaim thy yawning grave: 
Vocal in vain, through all the ling'ring day, 
The grace already said, the plates all swept away.** 

The Editt)r of the Gradus ad Cantabrigiam re- 
grets that he has not room for the insertion of the 
remainder of the ode. 

APOSTLES ; the xii last on the li^t of Bache- 
lors of Arts: a degree lower than the 0/ woXXo/, 
'* Scape goats of literature, who have, at length, 
scrambled through the pales, and discipline, of the 
Senate House, without being plucked, and miracu- 
lously obtained the title of A. B.*' ♦ 

ARGUMENTS. Syllogisms, for the use of the 
schools. These may be bought readi/ made, good 
as new, and very reasonable! of Maps, in 
Trumpington-Strect. They are called " Strings" at 
Oxford. ASSES' 
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ASS£S* BRIDGE. Pons Asinorum. The 5th 
Prop* 1st Book of Euclid. * The asses' beidge in 
Euclid is not more difficult to be got over^ nor the 
logarithms of Napier so hard to be unravelled^ as 
many of Hoyle's Cases and Propositions/' (Connoi- 
seur^No. LX.) — Note, By " an ass" isr always un- 
derstood at Cambridge^ a dull animalf who has no 
taste for that enlivening study the mathematics I 
Hence many a man of profound classical erudition 
is set down an ass ! ! On the other hand, by the 
rule of As in presently it not unfrequently happens^ 
as an egregious " ass" very sagaciously observes, 
• that a Wrangler is not one of the two Senior Optimes 
victorious in a conflict, in which the arms are 
not furnisheVfrom the arsenals of Euclid, or 
Newton.' 

■ whoso couth, in other thinges, them grope, 
Then had they spent al their philosophic. 

Chancer, 

Out 
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Out of Euclid they are out of their eUmtnt /—-But 
levity apart. The following observation of an 
anonymous writer will be founds I am afraid^ to 
be not more severe than just. 

" The study of chssical learning is entirely, or, 
if not altogether laid aside in most colleges/' (in 
Cambridge,) ^^ learned in so slotenl^f^ and taught in 
so unscholar*like a manner, as to disgrace both tu« 
tor and pupil. But this is not all. With this study, 
namely, that of the classics, the study of divinity ^ 
the end to which every study should be subservient, 
is rendered to any good pur^se, at least, impracti- 
cable. In divinity, the present age holds no rank 
at all : a circumstance which we owe to the exclu- 
sion of classical learning in our University, which 
is supplanted by a study, as useless for clergymen 
and lawyers, as it would be useful to a carpenter, 
or a joiner.*'-— (Euonwofw Expence in Education at 
Camdridget 1/88.)— It is easy to discover this wri- 
ter to have been an " ass*' by his kicking! 

BARNWELL 
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BARNWELL AGUE. The French ***.— ri?«y* 
Collection of Proverbs. J — ^The " ague/* so called 
ironicall}', now rages at Castle-End, Barnwell^ a 
small village near Cambridge, seems to have been a 
notorious place of amorous resort in ancient times. 
In the second part of the comedy called. If ymi 
know not me you know Nobody, or, The Troubles of 
Queene Elizabeth— Ato, l632-^Hobson, the famous 
carrier, who is one of the dramatis personce, says, 

. Bones-a-me, knave, thou'rt welcome. What's the 
newes 
At bawdy Bahhew ELL, and at Sturbridge-fayre?" 

By a decree of Mr. Vice-Chancellor and the 
Heads of Colleges, An. 16? 5, it was ordered, that 
^ hereafter no scholar whatsoever (except officers of 
the University performing their duty in searching 
houses) upon any pretence whatsoever, shall go 
into any house of bad report in Barxewell, 
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OD pain, for his misbehaviour and contumacy, of 
being expelled the University/ Obsolete. 

BEDMAKER requires no expianation.This office 
is not confined to sex. In justice to the women, they 
have not only been reckoned adepts at making a bed^ 
secundum artem, as the phrase is — but, when they 
have had a mind to it, have shewn themselves very 
alert in helping to vm-make the bed they have made, 
secundum naturam ! Indeed, these their natural 
parts and endowments were at one time so notorious, 
or generally known, that, by a most merciless and 
unmanli/ decree of the Senate, the whole sex was 
mticated ! 

* It is enacted, that no woman, of whatever age 
or condition, be permiitted in any college to make 
aky one's bed; or, to go to the hall, kitchen, 
or buttery, to carry the provision to any one's cham- 
ber, unless she be sent for as a nurse ; which nurse 

C must 
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must be of mature age, good fame, and either wife 
or widow; but upon no account young maids be 
permitted to attend the students' chambers/' This 
statute was made in l625. O temporal O MU- 
LIERES ! There is no scruple in the present Satur- 
7iian age, respecting the admission of '^ young maids* 
into " the students' chambers." 

BENE DISCESSIT. This phrase is used to sig- 
nify that the student leaves his college to enter ano- 
ther by the express consent and approbation of the 
master, and fellows. * It was formerly,' says the 
late Dr. Farmer, * by no means uncommon, for a 
man 9 after the severest censures of his own college 
(were he not actually expelled the tfniversity) ta 
j[ain admission into another, from interest, or from 
party, or, sometimes, from the little emoluments 
which he brought to his new society. This, at 
length, produced the grace of the Senate in 1732, 
which put an end to this infamous traffic* 
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De nUgrantibus abuno collegio in aliud. 

By that grace, no one could be jentered of another 
college ab alio collegio in aliud nisi prius impelra" 
tis Uteris sub chirographo magistri collegii^ 8fC. testan* 
tibus de honestd sud^ 4* laudabile conversatione. (See 
Europ. Mag. June 1794. * On the Expulsion of 
John Dennis.' J 

BIBLE CLERK, a very aacient scholarship, so 
called because the student who was promoted to 
that office was enjoined to read the Bible at meal 
tiroes. Mr. Masters, the learned historian of 
Corpus Christi College, informs us, that one Kynne, 
Vfho was president of that college about the year 
1379» purchased a large bible at Northampton, 
while the Parliament was held there, which he 
presented to the college to be read in the hall at 
dinner time. But it appears to have been a consi- 
<lerable time after, that the office was restrained to 

C 2 ^^'^ 
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any one person, and a salary annexed to it. In 
1473, certain lands and tenements in Cambridge 
and Barton, to the yearly value of 40 shillings, 
were given to the society of C. C. C. by Richard 
Brocher, B. D. for the maintenance of a Bible 
Clerk, who was to be called his scholar. 

Volens unum scholarem in gramraaticd eruditum, 
qui 6deliter in artibus studere debet, per magistrum 
h socios eligi, qui Bibliam leget coram MrOy 4* ^<'<^i'^ 
in prandioy aut alias 5c in fine lectionis orabit in 
latinis verbis, primum nominando Mag. Brocher, 
inter alios, sic docendo— i^nimn Mki Brocher 
reqviescat in pace ! 

BITCH. To Bitch— ^ BiTcniNo Party 
(De Tea narratur.) On board of ship these phrases 
are very common. One would not suppose tha 
they would be current among the Members of i 
learned University, except when the parties wen 

1 ' HALl 



HALF SEAS OVER.- But thc pbrase is very com- 
mon at Cambridge. A young man who performs 
with great dexterity the honours of the tea-table, is, 
if COMPLIMENTED at all ! said to be " an oxceU 
lent Bitch !" Proh pidor / 

BLACK BOOK, a gloomy volume, containing 
a register of high crimes and misdemeanors. In 
Miller's Humours of Oxford, a Comedy, one of 
the characters says, 

* Sirrah, Til have you put in the Black Book, 
rusticated, expelled. 1*11 have you cora?n nobis at 
Golgotha: (A. 11. Sc. 1.) 

At the University of Gottingen the expulsion of 
students is recorded on a black board. 

BOGS, * that place where men of studious minds 
are apt to sit longer than ordinary.' f Pope's Let- 

C 3 ut^.:> 
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ien J'^The house appointed for all living. The 
Kmull and the great go there. 



omnes eodem cogimur. 



Omnium versatur vrh a. 

Horace. 

To the lame purpose Ovid, if the reader has not 
already smtit out the allusion, which, wiUi Sir 
llcvennce be it spoken, is a pretty strong one. 



Seriusy aut citius, Ssdim properamus ad unam ; 
which has been thus cleanh/ rendered i 

O lamentable chance ! to one vile seat^ 
Sooner or later, we must all retreat. 



The public Bogs belonging to the several colleges 
in Cambridge are well worthy the inspection of the 
curious. Persons of sense and taste will be charmed 
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with the sweetest souiiets, and other exteinporaneoii& 
effusions, which have been vetiied with ecwe— th© 
poet 3itting all the while, like an oracle on a tri- 
pod^ and not able to contain himself for inspira- 
tion V 

BORE, probably from 'Ba^s Ofiusy moiestio'^ 
^vlience Burden. Whatever is odious and disa- 
greeable, however lawful and right, constitutes a 
BoHE — a greiat Boas — an uncommon Bore — a 
^onid Bore — an intolerable and d— — lish Bore. 
for instance, chapel at six o'clock on a hard frosty 
inorning— (^JE lecto exsilientesy ad subitum tintinna" 
hli puhum, quasi fulmine territi.) — Likewise, cha- 
pel at six o' clock in the evening, which interferes 
^ith other engagements. Quis non te potius Bac- 
, CHE. Hor. — Other Bores are to attend a sermon 
at St. Mary's on a Sunday — to keep an act to cap a 
/y&w.— (This cede mqjor^s is reckoned a " terribte 
Bore !")-— AI50, to wear a band— to dine in hall— 

C4 v^ 
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lo pay a bill — to subscribe the xxxix articl 
iVc. &c. &c. &c. &c. 

To Bore ; to teaze incessantly — to torm 
weary or viorry. Thus your * mere mathemi 
whom Sir Thomas Overbury, in his * Chai 
defines, *'" an intelligible Assc!** will Bo: 
over a bottle with Newton's Principia. 

Indoctum, doctum que, fugat recitator ace 
Quern vero arripuit, tenet, occidit que leg 

But the most boring of all animals is 
called a Tick, one who will stick closer 
brother* 

Non missura cutem— hirudo. 

Hor. 

It has been proved by quotation from Shak 
i! -, that the word, (bore) in the above s 
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not peculiar to the moderns. In the historical 
play of Henry the Eighth, the Duke of Buckingham 
says to Norfolk, alluding to Cardinal Wolsey, 

m 

I read in his looks 
Matters against me, and his eye revil'd 
Me, as his object : at this instant 
He BORES me with some trick. 

Consult aU the editions ! cum Notis variorum ! 

BURSAR* Bowser J Bouser, or Bourser, in a 
Colledge; a Gal. Bourse a purse, (Minshew.) 
So in Thre Sermons preached at Eton College, by 
^ger Hutclnnson, 1552, printed in 1560. B. L. 

* Maisteis of Colleges do cal their stewardes, and 
Bowsers, to an accompt and audit, to know what 
they have received, and what they have expended.' 
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Bit RS A R9, in ^hort, are the aruscaiores mt^mtt mm- 
tri$. The sixth statute of Trinity College enjoins^ that 
they, the Bursars, are to receive the college, rents, 
and to put them into the treasury ; — from thence, 
to take out what is for the daily and necessary ex- 
pence of the college, and to write down the sum, 
and the day of the month, with his own hand, in 
an accompt book to be kept for that purpose ! ^ No- 
thing like this,' says Sergeant Miller, in his Account 
of the University of Cambridge, (Lond* 17 i7* p* 
106.) ' is ever practised/ He adds ; that ' another 
part of their duty is to take care that there be 
wholesome meat and drink ; which,* he sa}^ ^ is 
wholly n€|glected by them.' 

BUTTER * a Butter ;' a size or part of butter. 
(See Size.) " Send me a roll aiid two Butters.'* 

BUTTERY; the House of Commons ; or place 

where bread, butter, cheese, ale, &c. are sold by 

/€t^h B^ 
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Be mine each morn, with eager appetite. 
And hunger uiKlissembled, to repair 
To friendly Buttxrt ; there, on smoaking cru»t, 
And foaming ale, to banqaet unrestrained, 
MatiiuJ breakfast ! 

(Panegyric on Ale*) 

When th# ^ punishment obscene/' as Cowper, the 
poet, very properly terms it, of flagellation^ was 
enforced at our Unifenuty, it appears that the But- 
tery was the scene of action. In tlie Poor Scho^ 
lar, a Comedy, written by Robert Nevile, Fellow 
of King's CoU^e in Cambridge, London, l662, 
one of the students having lost his gown, which is 
picked up by the president of the college, the tu- 
tor says, * If we knew the owner, we'd take him 
down to th' BuTTERiB, and give him due correc- 
tion.' To which the student, (aside J * Under cor" 
rectum^ Sir ; if you're for the Butteries wiih me, 
ni lie as close as Diogenes in dolio« I'll creep in 
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at the bung-hole, before V\\ mount a barrel^' &c. 
CA, 11. Sc. 6.) — Again ; * Had I been once i* th' 
"Butteries, they*d have their rods about me. But 
let us, for joy that I'm escaped, go to the Three 
Tuns, and drink a pint of wine, and laugh away 
our cares. 

{Sings, J We'll carouse in Bacchus' fountains ; hang 

your beer and muddy ale ; 
'TIS only sack infuses courage M'hen our spirits 
droop and fail. 

'Tis drinking at the Tuns that keeps tis from ascend- 
ing Buttery barrels, &c.' 

BUTTERY BOOK ; a register of names of all 
-the Members of the College. 

BUZZ. This term will be best explained and il- 
lustrated by the subsequent relation. ^ What sur- 
prised 
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prised mc most, an<l, I arti free to confess, net- 
tled me a little, was the following incident. A 
pert jack-a-napes at my elbow, who had just 
helped himself to half a glass of wine, briskly pushed 
towards me the decanter, containing a tolerable 
bumper^ and exclaimed *• Sir, Til buzz you: come, 
210 heel-taps!'' Not understanding the phrase, I 
required an explanation of his extraordinary con- 
duct; when my friend, the president, replied, that 
I must dr'mk vp the whole, for such was the custom/ 
(See Afi Account of a Visit to Cambridge, in the 
Gent. Mag. Vol. 64 J -* 

TO CAP. (1.) To touch the cap en passajtt in 
token of dutiful submission, whether it be to the 
Vice-Chancellour as supreme; or, unto Proctors, 
as unto them that are sent by him for the punish- 
ment of evil doers* (2.) To pull off the cap, and 
make obeisance aperto capitc, in the academic 
phrase. (See Bore.) — Capping appears to have 
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beea carried to the highest, or rather lowesTi 

pitch of perfection, in old Catholic times. Thus in 

a work entitled, Sacranam Cerammiarmn seu Bitwm 

EccksiasticorMm S. Rom£ eccksut JJkri tret . • K/^ 

wut MDLX* one part treats * of the reverence 

which a Cardinal is enjoined to pay the Pope/ To 

transcribe the whole would require no small portion 

of that CardiMol virtue, Patiskcb. Take, how* 
ever, a part, and wonder, and smik ! 

Cum ante illius faciera ex opposito venit, finnas 
se & manibus extensis, ab anteriori parte cappam 
capieas, manus sic cappa involutas elevans simul 
jungit ante pectus, & profunde caput & humeros 

inclinat 



♦ ' There ire many more editions of it. At Venice, 1506 5 
at Cologne, 1572; and there again 1574, in 8vo. Whoever 
dcaires to be informed, and convinced, of the many r^bn/MX, 
as well as impious, Roman superstitions, and the prodigious 
Papal pride, should get that book.* 

Biihp Batlwfe's Chmce of Books in the Study of Dimitji, 
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inclinat. These would be no bad directions for 
tiromnga somerset! — Among other matters oi equal 
importance^ the same work treats -oi de modo etfor* 
ma elandefidi Hjr aperiendi os I ! ! 

CASTLE END ; a place situated at the extremi- 
ty of the town, of equal fame with Barnwell , of old 

tiiAe. This place receives frequent visits from the 
Proctors. 

TO CAT, to vomit from drunkeness. (Grose's 
Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue.) 

CATHARINE PURITANS ; Members of Ca- 
tharine Hall, from KaOat^u. It is grievous to see how 
the men of one College delight in putting a-pux 
(upon) each other. 

CAUTION MONEY ; a deposit in the hands of 
the tutor at entrance by way of security. * The 
.2 ^\^fc^ 
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.genteel amercements of a young man of f 
in a silver tankard, or in his Caution M( 
ought not) in any wise, to be considered a: 
of his education.' (Remarks on the enormoi 
pence of Education at Cambridge^ 1788.^ 

The caution of a fellow commoner is - - 
..... a pensioner . - - - - 



a sizar 



To CHALLENGE ..... AoriKns aX 

OnAITIKHS. (S. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. de ?£ 
2?0.ed. Paris.)To invite to a tilt o' thea^V^ — £ 
ing of the brains. In 1532, two ** pert Oxor 
furnished with 

** captious art, 
And snip-snap short, and interruption smart, 
And demonstrations thin, and theses thick 
And major, minor, and conclusions quick- 
Pop e. 
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took a jou rney to Cambridge^ and^ m the public 
scbooisy CHALLENGED any to dispute with them 
on the following questions. 

An Jus civile sit Medicind prcestantim ? 

, In English, as much as to say— [FA/cA does most 
EXECUTION, ciri/Zflio or medicine?/!'^ A nice point. 
The other question which formed the subject of 
Serious argumentation was the following : 

An mulier condemnata^ bis ruptis laqueky sit ier- 
iio suspendenda ? 

This is civU law with a vengeance^ 

Ridley, afterwards bishop of that name, was 
one of the opponents on this interesting occasion; 
^ho administered the FLAG ELLA LiNGUiE to one 
^ these pert pretenders to logic lore with such hap- 

I> W 
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py dexterity, that the other was afraid to set Ms 
wit vpon him ! 

CIIANCELLOUR, an honourary, rather than an 
efficient, office. 

\ 
CHRISTIANS; Members of Christ, i.e. of Christ 

College. 



CLARIANS ; Members of Clare Hall. 

So in Kit Smart's Ballad of the Pretty Bir-kecper 
<>f the Mitre, 1741, 

Dropt she her fan beneath her hoop, 
E'en stake-stuck Clarians strove to stoop. 

The men of Clare-Hall are called, likewise, Grej- 
hounds. But I am equally at a loss to account fbr 
this; as I am for Johnian Hogs, and Trinity BttU* 

2 d^ii 
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igs ; and wonder what pleasure men can find in 
aking Beasts of themselves I 

COMBINATION ROOM ; ' a parlour adjoin- 
ng the hall, where the Fellows daily meet for busi- 
ness, or recreation/ {Bloomefield*s Collectanea Conn 
tabrigiamd') — ^This is not correctly explained, 'fhp 
Fellows do, indeed, daily meet in the Combination 
Room for " recreation" — (soil, to take their bot- 
tlei or two, of wine after dinner, crack nuts, and 
conundrumsy &c.*) but not ** daily" for " business," 
which is of a very serious nature. See Convention, 

. COMMEMORATION DAY ; a day devoted to 
prayers, and good livings i. e. feasting. There is 

D 2 always 

• '* Even doctors, professors, tutors, and lecturers, indus- 
triously avoid all topics of discourse connected with the species 
of learning and science which they profess, and most agreeably 
condescend to expatiate in the Common, and Combination Room^ 
on dogs, liorsc*, and all the refined amuscmenU of Granta, and 
llhedycina."— ('Z)r. Knox,) 
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always a sermon on this day. The lesson which 
19 read in the course of the senrice is taken out of 
Ecclus. XLIV.— " Let us now praise 'famous men," 
&c. The following ' Ode on a College Feast Day/ 
will hardly be read with dry -lips, or mouths that do 
not water / Whoever was the author of it, he cer- 
tainly appears to have been a man of taste^ 

" Hark ! heard ye not yon foot-steps' dread, 
That shook the hall with thundering tread ) 
With eager baste 
The Fellows passM ; 
Each, intent on direful work, [fork. 

High lifts his mighty blade, and points his deadly 

II. 

But hark ! the portaFs sound, and pacing forth. 

With steps, alas, too slow^ 

The College Gyps, of high illustrious worth. 

With all the dishes^ in long order, go : 

la 
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In. the midst a form divine. 
Appears the fam'd sir-loin } 
And soon, with plums and glory crown'd^ 
Almighty pudding sheds its sweets around* 
Heard ye the din of dinner bray ? 

Knife to fork, and fork to knife; 
Unnumber'd heroes, in the glorious strife, 
Thro' fish, flesh, pies, and puddings, cut their destin'd 
way. 

III. 
See, beneath the mighty blade, 

Gor'd with many a ghastly wound. 
Low the fam'd sir-loin is laid. 

And sinks in many a gulph profound. 
Arise, arise, ye sons of glory, 
Pies and puddings stand before ye ; 
See the ghost of hungry bellies. 
Point at yonder stand of jellies; 
While such dainties are beside ye, 
Snatch the goods the gods provide ye ; 

D3 ^\^V} 
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Mighiy rulers of. this state, 
Snatch before it is too late; 
For, swift as thought, the puddings, jellies, pi 
Contract their fiiant bulks, and shrink to pigmy si: 

IV. 

From the table' now retreating. 

All around the fire they meet. 
And, with wine, the sons of eating, 

Crown at length their mighty treat : 
Triumphant Plenty's rosy graces 
Sparkle in their jolly faces; 
And mirth and cheerfulness are seen 
In each countenance serene* 
Fill hi^h the sparkling glass. 
And drink th' accustom'd toast ;*• 
D(ink deep ye mighty host, 
Ancl let the bottle pass. 

, Be 

* Fellows of Colleges are not so destitute oi feeling as to 
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Begin, begin the jovial strain ; 

Filly fill the mystic bowl, 
And drink, and drink, and drink again; 
For drinking fires the soul. 
But soon, too soon, with one accord, they reel ; 

Each on his seat begins to nod ; 
All conquering Bacchus' pow'r they feel. 

And pour libations to the jolly God. 
At length with dinner, and with wine, oppressed, 
Down in the chairs they -sink, and give themselves 
to rest." 



COMMONS, a College ordinary.— Bishop At- 
terbury writes to a lady as follows : . 



* From Newington, Madam, I rode like a Newmar- 
ket racer, to pay a visit to my tutor at Oxford, 
^bo, after treating me in the most hospitable man- 

D 4 ner 
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ner with a college CommovS) so soon as we had 
dinedy he readily accompanied me to WoodstocL' tk 

111 
The following is a very surprising statement. It is L 
an extract of a letter from Dr. (afterwards Arch- 
bishop) Whitgifl, of pious memory, to Mr, Secre- 
tary Cecil, the celebrated Lord Burleigh. 



^ That preferment that I have, whatsoever it is, 
I have it by your honour his means, and therefore 
I owe myself wholly unto you. But it is not so 
much as is repo rted . The Mas tership o/*P£MBROKB 
Hal is but 4^ the Year, and 18*** the Week 

■ * ■ 

FOR Commons. My benefice is one of the least 
in al the dioces. My lecture is the whole stay of 
my lyuing. My debts are more than I shall ever, 
being in the state I am, be able to discharge, and 
extreme necessity, not any prodigality, hath brought 
me into them/ (Appendix to Strype*s lAfe of 

Archbishop Wkitgift.J 

To 
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To be put out of Commons : " One of tlie most 
lie and anile punishments/'—'^ the most futile and 
)w conceited that Popery ever invented : a punish- 
ment inflicted, rather on the parent, than the young 
nan, who, being prohibited to eat in hall^ is driven 
o purchase a dinner at a tavern, or cof£ee-house.*' 
'Enormous Expence in Education at Cambridge,)^^ 



COMPOUNDER; a person whose living, or liv- 
ings, ecclesiastical, of what kind soever, are rated 
to the yearly value of 40 marks in the book of first- 
fruits or subsidy, and whose living temporal has 
been demised communibus annis at that rate or rent, 
or by common estimation accounted yearly worth 
the sum of 40 marks. 

CONVENTION; a court ^clericaU consisting 
of the Master and Fellows, who sit in the Combina- 
^m Roonif and pass sentence on any young oflender 
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against the laws of soberness and chastity. By the 
civil laws of the land, drunkenness is admitted as an 
extenuation of any irregularity. EArti* qvandoque 
venia dan solet derelinquentibust tanquam sepultis, 
& nescientibus.— *To the same effect, we are told 
by Calvin ; Jure nostra pcma minuiiurf quod in 
dnrio dolus abesse. But this is not Unvcersity law! 
a circumstance which is mentioned with the sole 
view of its operating as a caution to the young stu- 
dent to drink no more than 5ffl«rfi to reason-^CsciL) 
lest hejatl. 



COOL) impudent, unembarrassed. '' A cool 
hand^" in the words of Sir Thomas Overbury, 
* one who accounts bash(ulness the wickedest thing 
in the world, and therefore studies impudence.' 
The following ingeiyous imitation of the 22d Ode 
(1 B.) of Horace is dated Cambridge, August 1, 
1750. 

'On 
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* On the Happiness of a good Assurance J 

* Whoe'er with frontless phyz is blest. 
Still, in a blue, or scarlet vest, 

May saunter through the town ; 
Or strut, regardless of the rules, 
Ev*n to St. Mary's, or the Schools, 
. -In hat, or poplin gown. 

A dog he unconcern'd maintains, . 
And seeks, with gun, the sportful plains. 

Which ancient Cam divides ; 
Or to the Hills* on horseback strays, 
(Unask'd his tutor,) or his chaise 

To fam'd Newmarket guides. 

For in his sight whose brow severe, 
Each morn the cofFce-hoiiSes tekr, 



Each 



• Sec THE Hills. 
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Each night the taverns dread ; 
TV) whom the tatter'd Sophs bend low. 
To whom the gilded tassels bow ; 

And Graduates nod the head. 

Ev'n in the Proctor's awful sight 
On regent walk ; at twelve at night, 

Unheedingly I came ; 
And though, with Whish's claret fir'd, 
I brush'd his side ; he ne^er enquired 

My College, or my name/ &c, 

COPUS —Of mighty ale, a large quarte. 

Chaucer. 

** Vast toasts on the delicious lake, 

Like ships at sea, may swim," 
Laden with nutmeg*- 



Thc 
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The conjecture is, sorely, ridiculous and senseless, 
that Co PUS is contracted from JEPJ5C0PUS, a 
bishop — * a mixture of wine, oranges, and sugar/ 
J>r. JohnsoiCs Dictionary, ^^ A Copus of ale is a com- 
mon fine at the Students' table in Hall, for speaking 
Latin, or for some similar impropriety I'** 

COVER-A»»E.GOWN, one, like the toga of the 
Romans, without sleeves. An Undergraduate's gOwn 
at St. John's, Sidney, Benet, Emanuel, Christ's, 
Keys, Magdalene, and Pembroke Colleges. 

TO CRAM— (« Knowledge is as food.' Miiton.J 
— Preparatory to keeping in the schools, or standing 
examination for degrees, those who have the misfor* 
tune to have but weak and empty heads, are 
glad, to become ^foragers on others' wisdom:' or, 

to 

* Tempora mutantur. By an old statute, the Students of TrU 
nity College are enjoined to speak no other language at mcaU 
thtn Lalin^ Gnck, or HibhiwU 
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to borrow a phrase from Lord Bolingbroke, to get 
their ' magazine of memory sttfff'd* by some one d 
their own standing, who has made better use of his 
time. 

The following passage from Shakspeare will fur- 
nish the most apposite illustration : 

You CRAM these xjoords into mine earsy against 
The stomach of my sense. 

Tempest 

One would think that Milton alluded to a College 
CRAMMING, when he spoke of ^ knowledge^ for him 
that will, to take and swallow down at pleasure, 
(glib and easy) which, proving but of bad nourish-- 
ment in the concoction^ as it was heedless in the de- 
vouring, puffs up, unhealthily, a certain big face 
of pretended learning.' (On Divorce.) 



TO 
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TO CULMINATE ; to mount a Coach-boX. 
The University bucks are then in the meridian of 
their glory, 

TO CUT ; to look an old friend in the face, and 
affect not to know him ; which is the cut-direct ! 

To look any where but at him— which is the 

CUT-MODEST, Or, CUT-INDIRECT ! 

To * forget names with a good grace** — as, in- 
stead of Tom, Dick, or Harry, to address^ an old 
friend, "Sir," or, "Mister, — WJmt*s your Namc'^^ 
This is the cut-courteous. Lastly, 

To dart up an alley, dash across a street, ichip 
into a shop, or do any thing to avoid the trmtbh 
and mortification of nodding the head to some one, 

whom, 

• Ben Jonson, Epigrams 
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whom, perhaps, you have as much reason to disUke, 
as the man in the Epigram-— 

Non amo te — neq possum dicere quare — This is the 

CUT-CiaCCMB£NDIBUS ! 

The art of cutting an acquaintance is of very con* 
siderable antiquity. In a Comedy which was pub- 
lickly acted by the Students of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, in 1606, the following dialogue occurs, 
which is very smart and cutting ! 

" The Return from Parnassus." 

[See JOUslefs Old Playir^ 

Actus 2. Scma 5. 
Between Academico and Amoretto, 

-^Cflrf.— God save you, Sir. 

Amor. [Aside. "] By the mass, I fear me I saw this 
geiius et species in Cambridgei before now. I'll 

takt 
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I 

.take no notice of Mm, By the faith of a gentleman, 
this is pretty elegy. Of what age is the day, fellow ? 
-**-Sirrah, boy, hath the groom saddled my hunting- 
hobby ? Can Robin Hunter tell where a hare sits ? 



■ Acad. See a poor old friend of yours of S- 
CoUege, in Cambridge. 



Amor, Good faith, Si&, you must pardon me. 
J have forgotten you, . 

I 

Acad, ' My name is Academicoy Sir ; one that 
made on oration for you once on the Queen's day, 
^d a show that you got some credit by. 

Amor, It may be so ; it may be so ; but I hate 
forgotten it. Marry, yet I remember there was 
such a fellow that I was very beneficial unto in ray 
tiwe. . But, however. Sir, I have the courtesy of 
the town for you. I am sorry you did not take me 
^ E at 
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at my father's house ; bat now I am in 

great haste ; for I ha^e vowed the death of a han 

that was found this morning musing on her mease. 

Acad, Sir, I am emboldened by that great ac- 
quaintance that heretofore I had with you, as like- 
wise it hath pleased you heretofore-^ 

Amor, Look, Sirrah, if you see my hobby com^ 
hitherwards, as yet, &c. &c. 

TO CUT GATES ; to enter College after 10 
o*Clock— *the hour of shutting them — an ofieoce 
which is compounded for by fine, which goes to th^ 

Porter. 

-—bars and bolts 
Grow rusty by disuse, and massy gatesi, 
Forgot their office, op'ning with a touch* 

Cawper's Task* 



The 
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lie following query was addressed some years ag# 
) the University: ** Whether the statute which 
Qjoins the gates to be $hHt at 8 o'clock in the Win- 
Jr, and at 9 in the Summer, be duly observed ?** 
hich received the following curious answer: — 
They are generally well observed ; only ! some use 
lore fiENiGN INTERPRETATION, and Call it % 
11 9* in the Winter ; and 9 till 10, in the Sum* 
lerir 

TO CUT CHAPEL ; to be absent— Another of- 
ence which is compounded for by fine, which goes 
the Dean. 

■ ■■ ■ St. Peier, unto whom are given 
The keys for letting people into heav'n, 
Ne*er got more ha*^ence in his life. 

P. Pindar. 

* I could mention a gentleman, formerly Dean of 
^ of the larger Colleges, who has amassed a con* 

E 2 i\^^\^i^j^a 
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sidcrable sum of money by Jines oh young men for 
tion- attendance on prayers." 

Enormous Expence in Education ai Combridge, 

i 

In old time, the absentees were punished by what 
is called iS/aii^<g-*roaking them ride on a colt-staf, 
or pole. St AUG, in the Anglo-Saxon language^ 
signifies a wooden bar. This mode of punishmenl 
is certainly ridiculous, and only fit for children.'^ 

I 

See Men. 

1 
TO BE CUT; to be half seas over. (Steliaji\ 

Proverbs* J''^*^ He has cut his leg" — ^periphrasis, Bt 
is drunk, * I remarked/ says a visitor to Cambridge, 
* that tbey frequently used the word cut in a sense 
to me totally unintelligible. A man had been cut 
in chapel, cut at afternoon lectures, cut in his tu- 
tor's rooms, cut at a concert, cut at a ball, &c. 
Soon, however, I was told of men, vice tersdy who 
etf< a figure, cut chapel, cti^ gates, cu/ lectures,, c^ 

halt 
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il, cut examinations, cut particular connections; 
y, more, I was informed of some who cut their 
tors ! I own I was shocked at the latter account, 
id began to imagine myself in the land of so many 
onsters. Judge then, how my horrour increased, 
hen I heard a lively young man assert, that, in 
onsequence of an intimation from the tutor relative 

his irregularities, his father came from the coun- 
ly to jobe him — * But, faith,' added he, carelessly, 

I no sooner learned he was at the Black Bull,' (an 
nn in the town so called,) < than I determined to 
:uT the old Codger completely/ But this was not 
the worst. One most ferocious spirit solemnly de- 
clared, that he was resolved to cut every man of 
Magdalene College ; concluding, with an oath, that 
tHey were- a parcel of rippish quizzes,*' 

Gent. Mag. Dec. 179^. 

The passive cut is not confined to the University. 

1 meet with it in the same saise^ which is sense-lesSf 

E3 v\ 
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in letters of a certain illustrious personage, mho hai 
been, as is here aj^rent^ as drunk as *' a Pnuce," 

' St. L has a head like a rock.* We did not 

carry off less than a dozen bottles each (! ! !) and he 
was as sober as a Methodist parson. As to my part, 
I own to you I was d * ♦ * ♦ yy cut, and miule 
a mistake which had like to have proved fatal t9 
me. I rose early in the morning, to get. back to 
W *■ r in time, and turning to the wrong stair- 
case, tumbled over the balustrades/ &c* (Ldten 
from Florizd to Verdita,) 

DAY-LIGHT, or Sky-light, in the east/ at- 
tained science of hard drinking, when the glass is 
not a bumper. 

DEAN 



* The impenetrablcftess of this «* Saint's'* head is celebrated 
in the Jockey Club. Dedlc. p. n. 
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13EAN— "Udorum tetricus ceosor et asper. 

Mart. 
le principal business of a Dean is to inflict impod* 
JUS for irregularities, &c. Old Holingshed, in his 
bronicle, describing Cambridge, speaks of * cer- 
ine censors, or Deaxes, appointed to looke to 
le behaviour, and maner of the Studentes there, 
bom they punish very severelj/, if they make any 
sfault, according to the quantitye and qualitye of 
leir trespasses/ WhenJiageUation was enforced at 
le Universities, the Deans were the Ministers of 
eageance, Antony Wood tells us, that " Henry 
^ubbe, a Student of Christ Church, Oxford, after- 
ards a partizan of Sir II. Vane, shewing himself 
K> forward, pragmatic, and conceited, was pub- 
:ly wuipp'd by the Censor in the College-ball/' 
» Punishment passim, 

TO DISH AN Argument; to confute it. 
All which arguments he took off, and completely 
ish'd at last." (Gent. Mag. Vol. LXTV. p. 118 J 

E 4 liO^W^^^^N 
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DOMINUS; a title bestowed on Bachelors of 
Arts. DoMivvs Nokes-^DoMiws Stiles, Ithas 
been disputed by the learned, whether from the 
above "DoMiNUs" the title of " Sir," which was 
formerly prefixed to the names of the Clergy, does 
not take its origin. In the Plays of Shakspeare, we 
meet with the following characters of the order of 
pRiEST-hood. Sir Hugh Evans, Sir Oliver Ma^ 
text, Sir Michael, Sir Christopher Rcrswick ; and 
the Clown in the Twelfth Night personates Sir Topai 
the Curate. The following seems to prove incon- 
testibly that this originated from the Dominus ai 
the University. A parallel hehceen Cardinal WoUey 
Archbishop of York, and William Laud, Archbishop 
of Canterbury^ l641. ' Both took their degrees ac 
cording to their time ; and through the whole aca 
demy (University) Sir Wolsey was called^ the Bo; 
Batchelor ; and Sir Laud, the little"^ Batchelor/ 

DORMfAT 

* He was short of stature, when at full age ; and what may teec 
strange, he was shorto when dead \ 



DORMIAT. To take out a Dormiat. ' Phr. 
. a License to sleep. The licensed person is excused 
from attending early prayers in the Chapel, from it 
plea of being really indisposed — ^i. e. to attend ! ' 

J ESQUIRE BEDELS; Gentlemen-ushers to the 

t 

f Vice-Chancellor, who walk before him on all public 

occasions, bearing each (there are three of them) a 
silver staff, or mace, on his shoulders, and habited 
in the dress of his degree, which is usually that of 
A. M. One of the 'Squire Bedels, likewise, walks 
before the preacher at St. Mary's, and sees him 
SAFE into the pulpit ! The present Bishop of Lon- 
don, Dr. Porteus, was an Esquire Bedel at Cam- 
bridge. 

EXCEEDING DAY;-— a dinner extraordinary ; 
Answering to the ccma adjicialis of the Romans, 
duller, the ingenious historian, under the words, 

Cantabrigjkt 
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QoHtakrigia petit aqualeif out (tfualiOi 

says—- ^ This is either in respect of their Conmoiu 
all of the same mess have equal shares; qr in resp 
of ExtraordinarieSfthey are all ivoavtSoXot — cluhalx 

£X£AT, vulg. voc. Exit. Leave of absence 
thbe vacation. 

EXHIBITION; the same with Scholarship, 
salai'y sometimes as low as 41. a year, and rai 
exceeding 401. in the gift of Schools, Colleges, i 
City Companies. The first endowment for Ex in 
TIONS, the learned Baker supposes, was in 12 
when William de Kilkenny, Archdeacon of Co\ 
try, gave 200 marks to the Priory of Barnwell, 
the endowment of two Exhibitions in divinity. ( 
hers M. S. Hist, of St. Johns Coll. Camb.)—' 
times past,' says Latimer, in one of his serm< 
(An. 1548) * when any rich man died in Lone; 

2 t 



they were wont to heipe the poore schoUers of the 
. Universities with Exhibition!' This word in the 
, ibove sense (an mcomcy a salary) was not confined 
to the University. It occurs in Shakspeare, and 
^ in Ben Jonson, without any allusion to b, College 
life. Thus in Every Man out of his Humour^ A. ii« 
Sc. 5. Til pay you again at my next ExuiBiTioy* 
I had bul bare x pound of my father, and it would 
Dot reach to put rae wholly into the fashion.' — To 
exhibit was used in the same sense formerly. An- 
tony Wood, whose language, as Dr. Berkenhout ob* 
Serves, is antiquated, (he might have added, and 
aflfected,) says of Bishop Longland, ** He was a 
special friend to the University, in maintaining its 
privileges, and in exibiting to the wants of cer- 
tain scholars.'^ 

TO FAG; to learn and labour, truly, to get 
a living* and do duty* (*Hoc solum in votis ha^ 
*0M Opimum Sacerdotium.)— * It were some 

extenuation 



Extenuation of the curse/ says Sir Thomas Brown, 
' if in sudore vultus tui were confinable unto corpo* 
ral exercitations, and there still remained a para- 
dise, or unthorny place, of knowledge/ (Vulgar 
JSrror^.)— -Dee, the famous Mathematician, ap- 
pears to have Jagg'd as intensely as any man at 
Cambridge. For three years, he declares, he only 
dlept four hours a night, and allowed two hours for 
refreshment. The remaining eighteen hours were 
spent in study. 



FATHER; one of the Fellbws of a College, so 
called; who, like Micio in Terence, is Pater i» 
consiliisy and attends all the examinations for 
Bachelor's Degree, to see that there is fair play, 
and that justice is done to the men of his own 
College. 



FELLOWS— CSocUJ-^Petra of the University. 

These 
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These fellowships are pretty things ; 
We live, indeed, like petty kings, 

T. Warton ! ! 

In Miller's Comedy called • The Humours of Ox- 
ford,' a party ol jolly ** Fellows" are introduced, 
singing as follows : 

*' What class of life, though ne'er so great, 

With a good fate Fellowship can compare ? 
We still dream on at our own rate, 
Without perplexing care ; 
Whilst those, of business when oppress'd, 
Lie down with thoughts that break their rest. 
And then, then, then. 
Rise to toil, and slave again. 
An easier round of life we keep ; 
We eat, we drink, we smokCf we sleep, 
And then, then, then. 

Rise and do the same again. 

<'We 



" We smoke /" — ^This is contrary to statute. Vid, 
Decret. Prctfect. Acad, Cant. l607. Nevertheless, W.r 
at Emanuel College, the late Dr. Farmer, among |l= 
others, distinguished himself for his taste for to- 
bacco ! 



FELLOW COMMONERS. Students (a koi 

studendo!) who are, in appearance^ the most shin- 
ing men in the University-- their gowaa are richly 
trimmed with gold, or silver, lace— their caps are 
covered with velvet, the tassels to which are of 
gold, or silver.* These gentlemen enjoy the pri- 
vilege of cracking their bottle, and their joke^ if 1 
they have one, in the public parlour, or Combina- 
tion Room, where they are literally " Hail, fel- 
low, well met." It were almost endless to enu- 
merate the privileges which these gentlemen enjoy 

by 

♦ * These ^o/^Mwirdj have almost fls much influence in the 
University as a red or blue ribband at court.' (See the ConnoU* 
4tur^ No. 97 J 
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virtue of hereditary talentt, instilled into their 
'eches' pockets. Those privileges, however, kavc 
ied the envy of their inferiors in point of fortune* 
10, in describing them, seem to have racked their 
irention to find terras sufficiently indignant, e, g* 

Fellow Commoners have been nick*named 
Empty Bottles I" They have been called, likewise 
Vseless Members !' " The licensed Sons of Igno- 
nce r* * The order of Fellow Commoner^ says 
le writer, ' has, by immemorial usage, a kind 
' prescriptive right to idleness; and fashion has 
spired it with an habitual contempt of discipline !' 
is even recorded as the saying of Dr. Watson, 
le present Biiihop of Llandaff, that ** a Fellow 
ommoner is of no use, but to the Bed-maker, 
\torj and Shoe-black I ! ! !*' 

O, mighty Jove, what have I liv'd to see ! 

Bed-makers and shoe-blacks classed with me ! 

'That 
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FRESHMAN'S LANDMARK; King's College 
Chapel. This stupendous editice may be seen fot 
Several miles on the London road. 



GOLGOTHA; the place where the Heads of 
Houses sit at St. Mary's in awful array. 

GRANTA. Thus was our famous University 
called originally. 

Quid quod Granta novem dicata Musis, 
Tersis prsenitet erudita linguis. 

(Leland md. Cygnea Caniioy 1545. 



* Granta (says the same great antiquary) Britan-nice 
Cair-grantf Saxonice Grante-cestrcy & vocabuli rc- 
centiori GrcuitehrycgCy &c.' Lam bard contends, 
that ' Cambridge Town and University is not the 

2 same 
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Beda' (meaning the venerable Bede) 
rantacestre; for that/ says he, * is yet 
the name of Grancyter, and is a small 
reby ; but Cambridge is the same that 
nd others, call Grantbrige, and we cor- 
MBRiDGE.' (This * village* is now called 
er.J According to another great antiqua- 
> originally Called Caer^gnrgant, — (from 
guntius, the supposed founder;) " in 
contraction of the word, it grew to be 
er-grant, which the Saxons cauled Grant" 
:h, in tyme, greW^ to Cambridge," (Lewis * 
Ustory of Great Britain, 



lowing Account of the several Colleges in 
s, and the Sciences which were anciently 
them, is taken from the fourth volume of 
itinerary, by Hearne. (Appendix.) 

F2 CA.^T^S^ViMS^- 



on 



CANTABRIGIiE. 

Regale Coll^uro, - Leg. & est. Art 

R^a Aula, - - - Leg. & Art. 

Michael Howse, - - Theol. & Art. 

GuQwel Hawle, - - Theol. & Art. 

Clare Hawle, ... Theol. & Art 

Trinite Hawle, • - Leg. 

Benet College, - - Theol. & Art. 

Peter Howse, - - - Theol. & Art. 

Collegium Reginae, • Theol. & Art. 

Bokingham College,- Monachi. 

Quartuor ordines fratrum. 

Collegium Jesu, 

Fishwick Hostel, • - Art. 

Honyngis Yn, - • Leg. 

Garret Hostel, 

Gregory Hostel^ « - Art. 

S. Magai 
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S. Magaret's Hostel, 

S. Augustine's Hostel, Art, 

S. Thomas Hostel, - Art. 

S. Barnard's Hostel, - Art. 

S. Clement's Hostel, - Leg. 

Burdon Hostel, - * Leg. 

S. Maris Hostel, 

Trinite Hostel, - - Leg. 

Harliston Place, - - Art. 

S. John's Hostel, • - Leg. 

5. John's Religiosi, 

6. Pauls Yn, ... - Leg. 

Canonici albi. 



iROATS. To save his groats; to come off 
idsomely. 

• At the Universities, nine groats are deposited 
he hands of an academic officer by every person 

F 3 ^Vaxw^vw^ 
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standing for a degree, i^rhich, if the depositor ob- 
tains with honpur, are returned to him.*' (Groses 
Diet, of the Vulgar Tongue,) 

GYPS.— (Called Scouts at Oxford.)— Mercu- 
ries for expedition and roguery. These gentlemen 
are destined to do as many odd jobs as Scrub, in 
the Stratagem. Their knowledge of conveyancing^ 
which is very extensive^ is seen in the trifling article 
of waiting at table. They have a great many per- 
quisites. It is doubted whether Jack Ketch 
gets more suits of clothes, by virtue of his 
office ! 

HABIT. College Ha bit.^— College dress ; called 
of old, Livery : The dress of the Master, Fellows, 
and Scholars, according to their respective degrees. 
Notwithstanding the punishment denounced againsi 
any Student who shall be seen without his gown am 
cap, and even band, yet our University bucks, wh( 

dislikt 
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dislike of all things to be accounted creatures of 
BABIT, are repeatedly seen strutting about the 
town, in forbidden boots, with bat, and stick, and 
€ke a dog ! A modern reformer proposes that for 
the first offence (appiearing without the college habit) 
the delinquent shall be rusticated six months ; for 
the second, one year ; for the third, that it may be 
capital, and the delinquent expelled the University.' 

HACKS. Hack Preachers; * the common 
Exhibitioners at St. Mary's, employed in the service 
of defaulters, and absentees. A piteous, unedifying 
tribe.' (Gitb. Wakefield, See Memoirs of his Life, 
179?.) It must be confessed, however, that these 
Hacks are good fast trofterS'-'QJS they commonly 
go over the course in twenty minutes, and some- 
times less. The following memorial may serve 
to shew, how much the patience of an auditory 
has declined from what it was in former times. 

F 4. 3 . McQ^V.^ 
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J. Alcock,^ divina gratia, Episcopus ElUensu, 
prima die dominica mcccclxxxiii, bonum k 
blandum sermonem praedicavit, in ecclesia B. Alft- 
ris, Cantabrig. qui iticepit in hoxvi prima post D^ 
Qdiem, & duravit in horam tertiam if ultra. 

Dr. Barrow was the last of the family of. the 
Spintexts. 

HARRY SOPH; or, Henry Sophister; stu- 
dents who have kept all the terms required for a 
law act, and hence are ranked as Bachelors of Law 
by courtesy. They wear a plain, black, full-sleeved 
gown. Many conjectures have been offered respec- 
ting the origin of this term, but none which are 
satisfactory. First: That King Henry the Eighth) 
on visiting Cambridge, staid all the Sophisters a 
year, who expected a year of grace should have 
been given them.' Secondly: Henry the Eighth 
being commonly conceived of great strength ani 

staturCf 
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!, these Sophist a Henriciani were elder, and 
than others/ Thirdly : * In his reign, learn- 
s at a loss, and the University stood at a gaze 
vould become of her. Hereupon many Stu- 
staid themselves two, three, some four years, 
o would see how their degrees before they 
lem would be rewarded and maintained.' 
Fullers Worthies^ and Rays Proverbs.J^-^A 
in the Gent. Mag. thinks * Harry quasi A^cl 
nempe — a Soph indeed!' lie had better 
aid| an arrant Soph. 



T COMMONER; the son of a Nobleman, 
ears the gown of a FelloW'Commoner with a 



XS. — Gogmagog Hills, near Cambridge; a 
on morning's ride. 

HUDDLING. 



74 

HUDDLING. . . Asinus meus habet aares, 

Et tn habff aares. ^ 

Ergo : Ta es asinus meus. • 

This, wliich Sir Thomas More mentions, was ' the 
fonne of argving vsed by yonge children in grammer 
schooles/ in his time, would be thought very good 
HUDDLING for old boys at the University. *WhcD 
the Students,' says Sergeant Miller, ^' come to take 
the degree of B. A. among other things, they sweafi 
that they have learned rhetoric in the first year of 
their coming to the University; in the second and 
third, logic; and in the fourth year, philosophy; 
and that they have performed several other cxerciseS) 
which, through the multitude of scholars, and the 
want of time appointed for them, if they are per- 
formed at all, they are, the greatest part of them» 
in the manner which they call huddling — which 
is in a slighter manner than the usual mootiugs are 

in the inns of court.' 

It 
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It would seem, from the following from Dr. Knox^ 
at HUDDLING .was known at Oxford. * Droll 
lestions/ says he, ^ are put on any subject ; and 
e puzzled candidate furnishes diversion by his 
vkward embarrassment. I have known/ he adds, 
the question on this occasion to consist of an en- 
liry into the pedigree of a race-horse/ — At Cam- 
•idge, the diversion of huddling seldom termi* 
ites without some barbarous and wretched fun* 

ING. 

JESUIT ; a Member of Jesus College. 

IMPOSITION ; * an addition of exercise given for 
punishment. To impose that punishment — Mul- 
m imponere. Imposer cette peine,* (LovelVs 
ni-cerse in Epitome^ 16790 — * Every pecuniary 
ulct whatever on youi^ men in statu pupillari, 
oiild be abolished. The proper punishment is 
iiployirig their minds in some useful imposition.* 

(Enormous 
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(Enormous Expence iu Education at Cambndge.),\ 
* Literary tasks, or frequent compulsive attendanca 
on teclious and unimproving exercises in a Collegk 
Hall/ (T. Warton. See Milton's Minor Poem b) 
T. W,p. 432 J 

TO JOBE, to reprove, to reprimand. See Ra^i 
Proverbs. " As poor as Job." * In the University 
of Cambridge, the young scholars are wont to call 
chiding, jobing/ ** Methinks it could not do 
any great hurt to the Universities, if the old Fellows 
Dvere to be jobed for their irregularities at least 
once in four or five years, as the young ones are 
every day, if they offend. (Temz FiUuSf No. L) 

JOBATION; a sharp reprimand from the Dean 
for some such offence as not wearing a band ; (I 
have known that, after a jobation for this great 
offence ! the delinquent has been punished with an 
imposition ! the not capping a superiour, though a 

/ellw*' 
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w /— -the wearing a green coat-— or a red waist- 
— the cutting hall, chapel, or gates — cutting 
are, &c. &c. 

She tells Dr. Johnson, that when once he turns 
page, she is sure of a disquisition, or an obser* 
on, or " a little scold." But when do we see any 
d, little or great, throughout the two volumes ? 
such thing is to be found in thera. And why } 
ause she has carefully suppressed every Jo ba- 
it, a* they my at Cambridge.' ( Barret ti's Stric* 
*s on Seigniora Piozzi, Europ, Mag. Vol. Xlllm 

rOHNIAN HOGS ; an appellation bestowed on 
Members of St. John's College.— Whence it 
se has not been rightly^ or with any degree of 
»bability, ascertained. A variety of conjectures 
! offered in the Gent. Mag, for 1795, with the 
lowing jeu d'esprit. A genius espying a Coffee- 
house 
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bouse waiter carrj'ing a mess to a Johnian in an- 
ether box, asked, if it was a dish of grains. Tht 
Johnian instantly wrote on the window,— 

gays ■ the Johns eat grains ; suppose it true. 

They pay for what they eat ; does he so too ? 

Another writer, whom I should suspect to be 
Maysterre Ireland, the pseudo-Shakspeare, has, or 
pretends to have, discovered the following, in ft 
wry scarce little book of Epigrams, written by one 
]^aster James Johnson, Clerk, printed in l6l3. 



i To the Schollcrs ofSainct John his College. 

Ye Johniuhe men, that have no other care, 
Save onelie for such foode as ye prepare. 
To gorge youje foule polluted trunkes withall ; 
Meere Swin£ ye bee, and such youre actyons all; 
^ - Like 
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LAke themme ye runne, such be youre leaden pace, 
Sot soule, nor reasonne, shyncthe in your face. 

Edraond Malone, Esquire, of IBIacfc iUtter saga- 
city, would discover, with half an eye, that the 
above was not the orthography of l6l3. Sainct-^^ 
themme — reasoHJie^-shj/iiethey — & c. 

TO KEEP;— to live. "Where do you Jceepr* 

Where are your rooms ?— " In the way to my 

fi'iend's, having quite forgotten the direction to his 

Chambers in his College, I asked a Bed-maker, who 

Was perambulating one of. the courts, where Mn 

* 's Chambers were, as I understood he lived in 

that court. The fellow stared me in the face, with 

an insipid vacant look, gradually improving into a 

grin. I repeated my demand in a more impatient 

tone of voice, and added, " I came to dine with 

Mr. — — '' The man scientifically shrugged up his 

shoulders, and walked away, protesting, he could 

not 
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not tell. I luckily espied my friend at the other eoJ 
of the quadrangle, and went to him. Upon my 
mentioning the recent embarrassing circumstance^ 
he said, with a smile, '' I ought to have asked for 
his rooms, or enquired where he kept/' The word 
in this sense is often used by old writers/' (Gait, 
Mag J — Dr. Johnson, in his Dictionary, cites a very 
apposite passage from Shakspeare : — '* Knocklat the 
^tudy where they say he keeps,*' Sir Thomas More, 
in a letter to Dean Colet, says, ^ Yff the discommo- 
dities of the cittie doe, as they may very well, dis- 
please you, yet may the countrie about your parish 
of Stepney afforde you the like delights whicH'that 
afibrdcs you wherein now you keepe/' (Mores 
Life and Death of Sir Thofnas More. J 

m 

To Keep in the Schools; to perform an act or 
apponency, (To borrow the words of Sir Richard 
Steele, in the Dedication of one of his Treatises to 

the Pope ' & g&nie at learned racket. The ques- 
tion 
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Q is the ball of contention^ and he wins, who 
ms himself able to keep up the ball the longest, 
syllogism strikes it to the respondenty and a nega- 
•n, or a lucky distinction, returns it back to the 
ponent; and so it flies over the heads of those 
10 have time to sit under it, till the judge of the 
me strikes it down with authority into rest ami 
ence^^ 



KING'S MEN. Members of King's College. 



£v'n gloomiest Kings-men^ pleas'd awhile, 
Grin horribly a ghastly smile. 

C. Smart. 

A KIPLINGISM; a blunder-BUS levelled at 
oor Priscian's head by the learned Dr. Kipling, 
lie opposition wits at Cambridge "have composed 
^ epigram of Kipliugisms. — (Kiplingius loquitur.) 

G Paginibus 
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Pag IN IB V8 nostris dicitismihi menda quod in si 
At non in recto vos puto ^o esse riri. 

Nam primum jurat (caetera ut testimonia mmJtt9) 
Milnertis,* quod sum doctus ego & sapiens. 

Classicus baud es, aiunt. Quod si non sum? 
sacro sancta 
Non ullo tergum verto theologia* 

TO KNOW ; a word which is very liable to mis- 
construction. ^* Do you know such an one ?'' i. e. 
Are you upon terms of great intimacy ? — and, Do 
you wish to acknowledge him as your friend ? Thoug|i 
a buck and a quiZf or rafy were to dine together tt^ 
the same table every day — to meet together, conti- 
nually, at wine parties— nay, keep together in the 
same stair-case ; yet, if the former were asked,— 
Whether he knew either of the latter? he would an- 
swer, with all imaginable coolness and composure* 

10 

♦ The Master of Queen's College. 
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B the negoftve// *' There is such a man, but I 
lon't KNOW him/' 

LIONS; Strangers, or visitors, at the Uni-r 
▼crsity. 

TO LOUNGE— (Occupatus nihil agendo) to 

' waste away, 
In gentle inactivity, the day/ 

The life of a Lounger is inimitably drawn by Mar- 
dal in one line. See * The Oxford Sausage/ 

Prandeo, poto, cano, ludo, lego,* caeno, quiesco. 

TO TAKE A LOUNGE ; to saunter about the 
town io listless indolence. 

G 2 Quacunque 

* I take up a lounging book. 



'»• 
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Quacunque libido est 
Jnccdo solus: percontor quantiolusy ac fiir: 
Fallacem Circum, vespertinumque pererro 
Saepc forum, &c« ^ . 

Pcrditur haec inter — ^lux. 

Horace, 

LOUNGERS, (in the phrase of Dr. Johnson,) 
^ ambulatory students/ 



Quis, - - . 

- ut forte legenteiDf 
Aut taciturn impellat, quovis sermone meiai^ 

Horace, 



Loungers are not only idle themselves, but the 
cause of idleness in others. They are, litetallyt 
followers of that advice of the son of Sirach ; (See 
Ecclits. VI, 36 ;) * If thou seest a man of under- 
standing, get thee betimes to him, and 'atear the 

stepi 
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•fqw of his door/ — For a further account of them, 
lee * The Connoiseur,' No. 82. Letter to a young 
^ent. going to the Universiti/. ' The Guardian/ 
Vb. 124. Letter from Leo the Secotid^ dated at 
fc» Den a t - Cambridge; and the ^ Spectator ^ 
^o. 54. Account of a New Sect of Philosophers 
Aich has arose in that famous Residence of Learn- 
tgf, the University of Cambridge. 

LOUNGING BOOK; a novel, or any book, 
ut a mathematical one. The late Mr. Maps, of 
rumpiugton- Street, possessed the most choice 
oUection of Lounging Books that the genius 
f Indolence could desire. The writer of these 
ages recollects seeing Rabelais in English ; several 
opies of the Reteraid Mr. Sterne's Tristram Shan* 
y ; Wycherly and Congreve's Plays ; Joe Miller's 
ests ; Mrs. Behn's Novels ; and Lord Rochester's 
oems, which are very tnoving / 

G 3 MANCIPLE. 
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MANCIPLE. Thia office is olisolete. One iMI'^ 
should take in hand to be tutor to the appetiUi 
Horace insists that gentlemen who undertake tbit 
important office should be men of taste. 

Nee sibi csnarum qui vis temere arroget artem» 
Non prius exacta tenui ratioue saporum. 

Sat. IF. Lik. IL 35. 

MAPPESIAN LIBRARY ; founded by the ktc 
Mr. John Nicholson, alias Maps^ of Tnimpington* 
Street. Mr. Maps, if Fame lie not, was origiDBlly) 
by profession, a staymaker, which, strange to r^te^ 
had not attractions sufficient to bind him to it long* 
He afterwards took to crying and hawking of maps 
about the several Colleges in the University, wfaepce 
hie acquired all his claim to eccentricity ! ! 

MASTER; the Head of a College; also Master 
oft Arts, 

Ingenium^ 
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Iiigenium, sibi quod vacuas desumsit Athcuas 
£t studiis annos sept em dedit — 

Horace^ Epist. Ill, L, IT. 

iVe are told by T. WartOD, in his History of Eng- 
ish Poetry, that in the Gesta Romanontm, which 
9tBs printed about the year l-l-rS, (a copy of the 
second edition was in the possession of the late 
learned and ingenious Master of Emanuel, Dr. 
Parmer,) one of the magicians in it is stiled * MA- 
GISTER peritus/ and sometimes Magistbr,* and 
that from the use of this word in the middle, ages, 
the title MAGISTER in our Universities has its 
origin. Whatever they might have been formerly, 

G 4 Masters 



• If I mistake not, the same occurs in Reginald Scot's Dis- 
coveric of Witchcraft, — quasi Master of the ^lack art. The 
Following in Shakspeare has much puzzled the commentators; 
ivhich, I do not doubt, has the same allusion. " Weak masters 
iiough ye be." — (Tempest, Act. ^.) — * It is not easy,* says the 
mthor of the Revisal, * to apprehend in what sense these aerial 
Mings are called masters — and proposes ministtrs. 
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Masters of Arts in the present day^ neither an 
nor pretend to be, Cokjurors! 

MASTER OF ARTS COFFEE-HOUSE. It 
sufficient to announce, that there is such a plac 
where M, A's. meet together to take their coft 
like other men ! — read the papers, and relate an( 
dotes of " the men of our College.*' 

TO MATRICULATE. To enter the Studci 
Name in the University Register. The following 
from an occasional address spoken on Mr. Holma 
first appearance at Covent Garden Theatre, C 
25th, 1784. 

If you vouchsafe but to matriculate^ 
And in the drama be his kind directors, 
No pupil e'er will more attend your lectu 



I 
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Mr. H. has risen to very high honours in the school 
of Garrick, 

MEN.— .Vix sunt HOMINES hoc nomine digni. 

Ovid, de Trist. 

' At Camhridge, and, eke, at Oxford, every strip- 
ling is accounted a Man from the moment of his put- 
ing on the gown and cap. Consequently there 
are many men in our two Universities whose chins 
are out of all dread of a lathering ! 

TO MODERATE ;— to perform the office of 
Moderator in the schools. So Archbishop 
Usher, in a letter to Dr. Ward. * They would 
needs impose upon me the moderating of the 
divinity act.' Again, in some encomiastic verses 
on Thomas Randolph, an ingenious poet : 

When 
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When he in Cambridge schools did moderate^ ■ \; 
Truth never found a subtler advocate. 

MODERATOR; the President in the Schoob. 
' The hero, or principal character, of the drama, l|^ 
not much unlike the goddess Victoria^ as described by 
the poets, hovering between two armies in an en- 
gagement, and with an abitrary nod deciding the 
fate of the field. This moderator struts between 
two wordy champions during the time of action, to 
see that they do not wander from the question in 
debate ; and, when he perceives them deviating from 
it, to cut them short, and put them into the right 
road again.* (^Pr. Knox.) See keep. The wo- 
deraiors 

" cover their head, 

** And, indede, they have nede, to kepe in theyr 

wyt." 

Hawkin*s Old Flays, 

NESCIO. 
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NESCIO. " To sport a Nescio;"— to shake 
the head, a signal that there is nothing in it* Strange 
and paradoxical as it may seem — to sport a Nsscio 
is very common with those who would, neverthe- 
less, be thought very knowing. 

NOBLEMEN. — By an interpretation of a star 
lute made Jan. 31, 1677) the question, <' how far 
the appellation of a Nobleman is to be extended ?*' 
it was decreed, that *' all are to be accounted for 
noble ; not only those who are barons, or superior 
to barons, in dignity ; but also those who have any 
consanguinity, or affinity, to the royal Majesty. 
So as the title of the same dignity appertains to 
them which, as in our mother tongue we call, 
honorable personages, whether men, women, or 
Maids of honor ! ! For in such men and their sons, 
who shall seem to be next heirs to their parents, 
and otherwise shall be thought fit to adorn scholas- 
tical degrees, we think, that, not necessarily, nor 

strictly, 
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strictly, the number of tenns, nor the usual solem- 
nity of ceremonies, or commencements, ought to 
be observed' (!!!) This statute is strictly observed* 
Lord Clarendon thought it ' an unhappy privilege 
which Noblemen have, to choose whether they 
would be obliged to the public scholastic exercises— 
a dishonorable prerogative to be more ignorant than 
meaner men/ (Dialogue concerning Education,)'^ 
A Nobleman at the University might be described 
in the following lines of Horace. 

Imberbus juvenis, tandem cutode* remoto : 
Gaudet equis, canibus que, 8c apricigramine campi;\\ 
Cereus in vitium flecti, monitoribus asper^f 
Utilium tardus provisor, prodigus ceriSf 
Sublimis, cupidusque, et amata relinquerc pemix. 

NON ENS ; a Freshman in Embryo ! one who 
has not been matriculated^ though he has resided 

some 

* Tutor, II Ncwmatkd. "V ^»te.t «cvd fellows. 
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some time at the University, consequently is not 
considered as having any being ! 

OPPONENT— (First, second, and third,) in 
keeping in the schools, those who begin the attack-— 

Make true or false, unjust or just, 
Of no use but to be discuss'd : 
Dispute, and set a paradox 
lake a strait boot upon the stocks. 

Hud. 

Ne Hercules contra duos^ says the proverb. It of- 
ten happens, however, that the Act, or Respondent^ 
is an hyper-Hercules, and more than a match for 
the three. — ^The skill of the Opponents consists in 
making 

** the worse appear 
The better reason— to perplex, and (f(wA— (qu. 

Dish f See " dish^) 
Maturest counsel?." Milton, P. L. 
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PENSIONERS ; the same with Commomn at 
Oxford ; a rank of Students between Fellow Com- 
moners and Sizers^ '^ A pensioner is generally a 
person of genteel fortune, and good expectancyi 
who wishes to pass through the usual routine of col- 
legiate exercises without any pecuniary emolument^ 
without enviable distinctions, or singular obsequi- 
ousness." Gent. Mag. Vol. LXF. p. 20. If by 
* pecuniary emolument" is meant exhilntiotis from 
the College, or from other corporate bodies, this 
statement is not correct. The number of Pensionen 
is very considerable, who would be obliged to 
change their gown for a Sixers ^ were it not for the 
pecuniary assistance they receive from city exhibi- 
tions, &c. which are seldom obtained without 
** singular obsequiousness," and the most mortifying 
servility. 

PIECE; a plat of ground adjoining the College; 
as, Pembroke Piece^ &c. Also a Piece; one who 

is 
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well acquainted 'with PaopRiA Qvm Maeibvs. 
Plutarch reckons up the names of some more ele- 
iXkt Pieces, Leontia, Boedina, Hedicia, Nicedia, 
lat were frequently scene in Epicurus^ garden,'' 
BurtoiCs Anatomy of Mdandwlyy Edit. 1628* foL 
\ ii. § 2. p. 280J 



PIT; the place at St, Mary's reserved for the 
ccommodation of Masters of Arts^ and Fellow 
^'Ommoners. The latter are 

'* In Pit superlatively fine." 

hnit. (ff Horace, 



lie Noblemen sit in Golgotha. The Bachelors 
>f Arts mix promiscuously with the Undergraduates, 
a the gallery. The Proctors sit in the Pit, and 
nake a very awful appearance. 

2 TO 
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TO BE PLUCKED; to be, in the &s1iionaUe 
cant phrase-*<fo;i« «j»— disu'd to all intents anl 
parposes— to be refused a degree through insuffi- 
ciency. " Mr. Scurlock, A. B. Fellow of Jesm 
College (Oxford) was pluck'd, (i. e. dUgracei^ 
B.nd forbid to proceed in performmg Us exerdsej for 
mentioning the word Kikg in his declamation.'' 

(Terrm FtUus, No. 50.) 



POLLOI, 0/ iroXAo/, " the many/' Those who 
take their degree without any honour. 

*' Oi froXKot," says Dr. Bentley, " is a known ex* 
pression in profane authors, opposed sometimes nts 
ao^oiff to the wisCf and ever denotes the most, and 
generally the meanest, of mankind/^ (Sermm 
preached before the University of Cambridge, JVbr. 5, 
1715.) 

The 



197 

le following ^ Ode to the unainbitious aod «n- 



•o 



tguished B&chelors' is notf like the subject of 
sstitute of menV. . - .' 

Post tot naufra^ia tuttis*. 

rice happy ye^ through toil and dangers past, 
Who rest upon that peaceful shore. 
Where all your fagging is no more, 

gain the long-expected port at last, . 

rs are the sweet, the ravishing delights, 
) doze and snore upon your noon^tide beds ;; . 
2lhapel-bell your peaceful sleep affrights, 
o problems trouble no^ your empty heads :. ^ 
if the heav'nly Muse is not mistaken, . 
nd poets say the Muse can rightly guess ; - 
fear, full many of you must confess, - 
: ye have barely sav*d your bacon. 

* 

H Aiaid^t 
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Amidst the problematic war, 

Where dire equations frown in dread amy; 

Ye never strove to find the arduous way, 
To where proud Granta's honours shine afar. 

Within that dreadful mansion have ye stood, 
Where Moderators glare with looks uncivil. 

How often have ye d-— d their souls, their bloo^ 
Ajid wish'd all mathematics at the d— -— 1 ! 

But ah ! what terrors, on that fatal day, 

Your souls appaird, when, to your stupid gaze, 
Appear'd the bi-quad ratio's darken'd maze, 

And problems rang'd in horrible array ! 

Hard was the task, I wien, the labour great, 

To the wish'd port to find your uncouth way- 
How did ye toil, and fag, and fume, and fret. 
And- what the bashful Muse would blush to say* 



Bttt 



\t 
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t now your painful tremors all are o\ 
Cloath'd in the glories of a full sleev'd gown, 
Ye strut majestically up and down, 
id now ye fag, and now ye fear no more." 

PROCTOR, an academical officer, whose bust* 
»s it is, viftvoXtifOatj to walk the rounds and see 
lat there is no chambering and wantonness, no 
oting and drunkenness* PaocTO&s had need b« 
lasters of Arts, for they are exposed to many 

PROCTOR'S MEN. Not Gog nor Magog are 
Qore fierce in their exterior. They accompany the 
^roctor in all his dangerous enterprises, and en« 
orce his orders with an irresistible dexterity.-— 
[)eprendi miserum est. Horace. 

TO PROSE ; to tire with prolixity. " Of th« 
^ee oppofunts^ he mentioned one who, in his opi- 

H 2 nion, 
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in explaining the i 
(Gtrnt, JImg.J — ^Ako, to Prose, to 
vitk a sad, leadm, dcmn-ward cast/ (See Mi 
n FtmstTom; or, JRo« m Praise of Prosing ;) 
wboUy absorbrd in thought* Mathematical 
liave bcea addicted to Peosing from the ti; 
Aichinaedcs, who, as is well known, caugl 
death hy a fit of it. — (Sec PlMtar€h»}—li is re 
liicewise, hy Stoboeus, that the servants oi 
vooderful man were accustomed, at bathing 1 
to take him by force from the table, where he 
mathematical figures with such a fixed attei 
that he continued to draw ihem on his anc 
tody ; not hiowing where he was, while his sei 
were pouring ointments upon him, and pre| 
him for. the J:)ath*. 

V • 

I . • . • 

PROSER ; ' One who, white you fancy 
admiring a beautiful woman, it is an even 
that he. is fiio|,ving a proposition in Euclid/ ( 



w- * » 
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77.)*"^^***^^*^ clerk in astronomy was an ar* 
;, or errant Paoser. 

■,.•'• . . t 

[e walked into the feldes for to pry 
fpon the sterre, to wete what should befall ; 
'il he was in a marl-pit y fail- 
le saw not that. • 

MUkr's Tale.— Edit, bj/ Speghty 1598. 

•ROVOST. The title appropriated, solely, to 
President of King's College. ' On the choice of 
rovost,'- says the author of a History of the Uni- 
iity gf Cambridge, 1753, * the Fellows are all 
t into the anti-chapel, and out of which they are 
permitted to stir on any account, nor nofie per- 
ted to enter, till they have all agreed on their 
t; which agreement sometimes takes up several 
s; and, jf I remember right, they were three 
s and nights confined in choosing the present 
mstf and had their beds, close-stools, &c* 

II 3 with 
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with them, and theit commons, &0b ^ren tbem ii 
at the windows.* — One do not tee what occaaoi 
they could have for closb-stools, being so bard 
bound! 



PUNISHMENT, We rum use this to signify no- 
thing more than an imponiUm ; (see Imposition;) 
andy the being enjoined to get the First Book rf tk 
Iliad by heart, would be thought a severe *' fidA' 
mcnt," It may be worth while, however, to see, 
in what sense the word was used tn the more hnk' 
rous ages, as they are very properly called. From 
the following verses of Milton— i 

Nee duri Ubet usque minas perferre magistrii 
Cateraque ingenio, non subeunda, meo. 

It has been taken for granted, that he suffered JlS' 
geliatiott at Cambridge. The late Reverend and 

2 learned 
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.med Thomas Warton, adopting * apt allitera- 
n's artful aid/ affirms, that ^ in those days of 
uplicity and subordination y of roughness and rigour^ 
is sort of punishment was much more common^ 
d consequently^ by no means so disgraceful for a 
mng man at the University as it would be thought 
present.' After Warton, the testimony of Samuel 
»hnson is deserving attention. The Doctor, who 
IS lash'd Milton most unmercifully with his pen^ 
lee his lAfcy) yet tenderly and delicately says, al- 
idingto the posterioiii evidence, ^ I am ashamed 
> relate, what I fear is true, that Milton was the 
ist Student in either University that suffered the 
ublick indignity of corporal punishment/ The of* 
cer who bore the/cwce*, and performed this Fun- 
damental part of discipline, was Dr. Thomas 
Itinbrigge, Master of Christ's College. The same 
unishment was introduced in domestic education. 
Fathers and mothers,' says Aubrey, ^ used to lash 
beir daughters when tliey were perfect women."^ 

H 4 Proh 
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Phki /wfor/ — ^A scbori-master, who undertook to;' 
tiaosiate Horace, rradered the. following; 

sublimi flagello 
Tai^ Chloen semel arn^antem. 

On scornful Chloe lift thy wand. 

And scouKGB her with aw/n/yurg hand, (! ! !) 



In Sir John Fenn's Collection of Letters, writtea 
during the reign of Henrj- VI. &c. we find one of 
the GENTLE sex prescribing for her son, who was 
at Cambridge^ as follows :— • 



- - - " prey (i. e. intreat) Grenefield to send mc 
faithfully worde by wrytyn, who (how) Clemit Paston 
hathe do his dever i' lernyng (done his endeavour in. 
learning) and if he hathe nought do (done) welly 
nor wyll nought amend, prey hym that he wyll 

trcwly 
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rewly bblasch hym* tjl he wyll amend, and so 
led (did) the last maystr, and y best, eu' (ever) 
le had att Caumbrege." 



The GENTLE- woman concludes with a promise 
to give Master Grenefield " X m'rs" i. e. ten marks^ 
for Lis pains ! We do not learn how many marks 
youilg Master Clement received; who, certainly, 
took more peuns, though of another nature — pati- 
lliDo nonyadencZo— FERENDO nonferiatdo* 



An old poet, Thomas Tusser, author of Five 
hundred points of good husbandry, thus piteously. 
Complains of the treatment he met with in his 
** boyish days." 

From 
Trewfy BELASCH him — In pkin EixgWsh— give him a cooo, 

USARTY FL0CGIN6. 
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From Paul's I went, to Eton sent. 

To learn straight-ways the Latin phrase. 

Where Fifty'three stripes ^v'n to me, 

At once I had : 
For fault but small, or none at all, 
It came to pass thus beat I vo^, 
See, Udall,* see, the mercy of thee, 

To me poor lad ! 



*? 



We are happy to state, as an instance of superior 

refinement and civilization in the present age, that 

this mode of correction, which is very cutting to a 

man of the least sense^ or feelings is obsolete in our 

Public Schools. Of its specific virttie, however, 

no doubt was entertained by our forefathers ; and 

the name of Busbt will be long remembered, for 

his 



* It is said, that this Udall was the first man that King James 
the First inquired for when he came to England ; and, hearing of 
his decease, exclaimed, * By my sal^ tben^ the greatest scholar 
in Europe's dead !* 
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is vigorous and determined perseverante in going 
3 the very bottom in discipline. Other men have 
risen to fame by the happy strokes of their pen ; 
e, by the kst happy, but more livefyy taore feelings 
lore home strokes of his rod ! No man ever afford- 
ed a more striking illustration of that old sayings 
^s pafet omnibus, than he did; and with equal 
utfa it might be said, that no master ever gave his 
^holars more reason to remember him. 



In the statutes of Trinity College, An. 1556, the 
holars of the foundation are ordered to be whipp*d 
'en to the twentieth year. * Dr. Potter,* says 
ubrey, * while a Tutor of Trinity College, (Oxford,) 
hipt his pupil with his sword by his side when be 
irae to take his leave of him to go to the inns of 
)urt/ This was done to make him a smart fellow ! 



QUESTIONIST— 
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QUESTIONIST— One who has been 

. ' 

* long tow'rds mathematicsy • 
Optics, philosophy, and statics/ 

Hud. 
Sophs of the highest order* 

; QUIZ.— -This word is used in a variety of senses. 
(1.) In a good sense. One who will not be shamed 
out of his virtue, nor laughed out of his innoceno/* 
Hence the punning quotation — ^Vir bonus est 
Quiz. There were Quizzes of this description in 
the primitive ages. See Wisdom of Solomon, 11. 
15, &c. Such kind of quizzkalness cannot better 
be recommended than in the words of a writer who 
has been too much neglected — honest old Jeremy. 
Collier. (See his ingenious Essays,)—" Arm 
yourself with recollection, and be always on your 
guard : make a strong resolution in your defence ; 
that goes a great way in most cases. Have a care 

of 



f a weak complaisance, and of being preposterous^ 
y GOOD. NAT (J RED, as they call it — ^you'll par- 
ion the expression. Be not over-borne by importu-^ 
lity: — never surrender to a jest, nor make the 
ompany master of your conscience. Venture to 
le so morose (i. e. quizzical) as to maintain the rea- 
on of a man, and the innocence of a Christian* 
ris no disgrace to be healthy in a common infect 
ion. Singularity in Virtue, and Discretiost, 
f a commendationy I take it," — (Essay on Drunken'* 

« 

m.J* 

By a Quiz is commonly understood, in the words 
f Ben Jonson, * one who affects the violence of 

Singularity 



* The being enjoined to turn a page, or two, of this. Essay 
to Latin, would be a much more useful imposition on 
count of any irregularity, than the being appointed to get by 
art "two or three hundred Tumblers out of Homer, in 
mmendation of Achilles' toes, or the Grecian's boots.** 

(Anchdcacon Echard*s Contempt of the Clergy: j 
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Siocn^larity in aH he does/ (Here a little well-ten 
pored ridicule niay be of senrice-— ) In defiDii 
aQuiVy adde VtrLTuii, habitumquk homini 
as Horace says. And first, for his physiognom 
^ It is impossible to account for the persecution 
these beings, (Quizzes,) unless wesuppose, that no; 
resistance only sharpens that rage, which Uglin£i 
<mginally provoked/' (The Microcosm.)*— -Ad( 
iahitum. In the second place, a man sometim* 
obtains the odious appellation of a Quiz mere 
from his stile of dressing ; which is, ex pede, diff 
rent from orthodox, or established fashion. 

Rideri possit, eo quod 

Rustkius tonso toga defluit, & male laxus 

In pede calceus haeret. • . - 

- - at est bonus f ut melior vir 

Non alius quisquam ; at tibi amicus : At In^ 

nium ingens 

Ittculto latet hoc sub corpore* 

Horace. 

Stj]]^ hi all that^ he is a Quizt 



Ill 



RAFF, (probably contracted from Rag-a-hvf* 
pin;) a dirty, low, vulgar fellow. One whose 
vices are not the vices of a gaitleman, 

TO READ, (a very emphatical word ;) the same 
with Fag. — " To read for an honour." (Fhrase,) 

- A READING-MAN, one whose mind is devoted 
to nothing else but the study of the Mathematics : 
One who, though naturally, perhaps, of a peacea- 
ble, quiet temper, and disposition, so congenial 

• 

to study, yet whose highest ambition it is to be ac- 
counted the greatest wrangler in the University! 

" Hence, loathed Mathematics ! 
Of lecturer, and blackest tutor born. 
In lecture*room forlorn, 
'Mong%t horrid quizzes, bloods, and bucks unholy; 

Find 
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Find OTXI soinp uncotnii celU 
tni€5re pdLd StncT spread liB inidiuglit wings 

And Tf?««''*»1 ditties sn^ ; 
There;, midst iinhaIlDT*d souls ^"^ siples bisiD) 

Compose tby sober train. 
And in ti»e mind of msADiXG Qnizses dwdl.* 

REGENTS; Masters of Arts under five years 
standing in the UnirersJty ; wbo are appointed, by 
Statute, Rtgm im Artibms, L e. to preade in the 
School of Arts during that time— Egregii viri, 
vindicate protestatem vestram; memineritis vos 
Don fnistra Magbtrorum & Regestiuh nomine 
insigniri. Dean BatJmrst, — (Orat, kdnt itir dm* 
comoc. Oxon.) 

KON REGENTS; those whose R^ency has 
ceased by being above five years standing. A Non 
Regent's hood is entirely of black silk.— The terras 
Regent and Noy Regent are as old as the reign 
of Edward the Sixth. 

RESPONDENT; 
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SPONDENT ; the same with Act. 

■ 

TRO; a bekind-hsLnd accompt. A cook's 
f extraordinaries not settled by the Taton 

lOW ; a riot— To row a room ; to break the 
ure. This is not uncommon after a wine par- 
en Bacchus, the Apollo Virorum^ (Canta' 
has taken possession of the head quarters, 
eason is obliged to surrender. 

STICATION. '* It seems plain, from his own 
to Diodati, that Milton had incurred Rusti- 
»N— -a temporary dismission into the cowiiryy 
perhapsy the loss of a ferro."— (Dr, Johnson.) 
sometimes, with the loss of a year: i. e. three 
The next sentence to Rustic ation, is 
LSI ON, when the unhappy Student may ex- 
Farewelly for ever, to ail my former great" 
This (latter) one would, in common candour, 

' I suppose 
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Stippose ha4 nevef been enlorced, bat upon 
great and chting occasion. Yet Sergeant ^ 
in his Account of the University of Cambridg 
lat^s, that '* Dr. Bentiey, without any sum 
proof, or ceremony, or even the consent of t 
avor Fellows, expelled one Hanson, a poo 
sizerf for what in general terms he calls, i 
and spandalous offence: though at Ely-Hou 
endeavoured to prove it was for. going to a P: 
terian Meeting." ! ! Excessive sanctity is an ( 
which is never complained of, in the present 
either at Cambri^gie, or Oxford. 

The following Verses, entitled, << The Rust 
Cantab,'^ speared in the Morning Herald. 

Dread worthiesi I bow at your shrine, 
And kneeling subnussive, petition 

You'll pardon this false step of mine, 
And pity my dismal condition. 

2 
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When ye net all together of late, 

111 the room which we term Combivatxok, 
To fix your petitkmer's fate, 

Alas! why did you chuse rustication ? 

That my conduct was wrong, I must own, 
And your justice am forc'd to acknowledge ; 

But can I in no wise atone 
For my £kult, without leaving the CoUege ? 

Consider how strange 'twill appear, 
In the mind of each fine jolly Fellow, 

That a Cantab was hanuKd a ^rear. 
Just for nyGvtg a little when mellow. 

You have precedents, no one denies, 
To prove it but just that I went bence; 

But surely no harm could arise. 
If you were to relax in your sentence. 

I 2 No, 
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No, trust me, much good should proceed 
From granting this very great favour; 

For, impressed ^ith a sense of the deed, 
I'd carefully mend my behaviour. 

You will then have on me a strong hold. 
For Gratitude's stronger than any tie : 

Then pray do not think me too bold^ 
In thus begging hard for some lenity! 

fiut why should I humbly implore, 
Since to you all my sorrow's a farce t 

111 supplicate Fellows no more ; 
So, ye reverend Dons, caret pars. 

SAINTS. '* A set of men who have great prct 
sions to {.articular sanctity of manners, and z 
for orthodoxy." (See Proceedings against 
Fretid, M, A. published by himself. J 

SAT 
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§ATIS ; the lowest honour in the Schools. Satis 
Tutasti ; which is as much as to say, in ^he col- 
uial stile, '^ Bad enough/'— -5a^t£ et bene dispu^ 
ti. Pretty fair — ^Tolerable. — Satis, et, optime 
putasti* Go thy xvat/Sj tkoujiower and quintessence 
Wranglers! 

rO SCONCE; * to impose a fine. (Academical 
ra^e*) Groses Diet* This word is, I believe, 
oily confined to Oxford.——" A young Fellow 
Baliol College, having, upon some discontent, 
t his throat very dangerously, the Master of the 
liege sent his servitor to the buttery-book to 
9KCE (i. e. fine) him 5s. and, says the Doctor, 
II him the next time he cuts his throat, YM sconce 
Q ten:' (Terras Filius, No. 39.) 

SCRAPING; shuffling of the feet.— This is prac- 
id at St. Mary's, and is no tacit mark of disap« 
»bation of the preacher, or of his doctrine. The 

1 3 late 
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kte GiXbert Wakcfidd scnipin not to emi&s, u f£ 
his * MeKoirs/ tbat ke was too prone to mncUeft 
of this iwtupe :* p. 3. Scbapik^ seems to have 
been of great mtiqttity^ In one of Hugh Ladnv'j 
sermons^ preached before King Edwavd the SaAt 
is the following passage : 

'' £t loqnentem earn andienint in sitentip^ «t se- 
rtem lectionis non interrumpeates /' * They hesri 
him/ saith hee, (Chrysoetoniy) * m ettence ; not 
interrupting the ordertif his preaching/ He meanes, 
they lieard him quietly , without any smtuiito 
feete/' (Fnntful Sermons, 4to. l6S5. B. L.) 

' SCRIBBLING PAPEH; an inferior «ort used by 
the mathematicianSy and in the lectone ^oom* The 
ancient mathematicians used to draw their figures 
on the sand*-^xara;i^r UUt figwrctj ac Bnea ta pd* 
-by which means they avoided the inconre- 

nteacj 
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nieocy of bioUiBg-— C/if ^t fuid rectum «w siiy fwih 
tarrigahir. 

SIMEONITES; — (^A corsespondent to the Gent 
Mag. asksy and has not been answered^ * Why tbe 
inhabitants of Magdakne College continue to be 
styled SiMXONiTss?*') disciples «nd followers «f 
the reverend and jnoitt Chades Simeon, M. A. Fel* 
low of King's Coll^— inventor of *f Sk^x^exojts 
of Sermons ! V &c. &c. &c. 

SIZ£*-fn academm, frotm Assw^^Ft, Anseoir^ 
to set down, «c, aumptus qui in tabulas rrfenmtur. 
Ray derives it from scindo, Minshew has inserted 
the word in 'his Guide, into Tongues, second £d. 
1^96, asnd with it, ithe lotllowiB^ '^ A size is a 
portion of bcead and dcinke ; it is sl farthing , which 
schoUers in Cambridge have at the buttery^ it is 
noted with the letter S. .«s in Oxford with the letter 
Q, for halfe a iarthing : and whereas they say in 

I 4 Oxford, 



'Oxford, to battle in the Buttery-booke, i. f. to 
set downe on their names what they take in bread, 
drinke, butter, cheese, &c. bo in Cambridge, 
they say, to size, i.e. to set downe their qttmtmf 
i. e. how much they take on their name in (he 
Buttery-booke." This word, as was observed of 
Exhibition, was not confined to the University. 
King Lear, in Shakspear*s inimitable Tragedy, is 
made to address one of his daughters ; 

'Tis not in thee 
To grudge my pleasure, to ciit off my train. 
To bandy hasty words, to scant ray sizes.— > 

TO SIZE, *' at dinner, is to order yourself any 
little luxury that may chance to tempt you, in ad- 
' dition to your general fare ; for which you arc 
expected to pay the cook at the end of the tenUi'* 
This is often done when the commons are scanty, or 
indifTerent; Asa College term, it is of very con- 

siderable 






derable antiquity. In the Comedy called The 
Leturn from Parnassus, 1606, one of the charao 
ers says, 

* 

* You that are one of the Devil's Fellow Com- 
fOKERS ; one that sizeth the DeviFs buiteries'; 
me that are so dear to Lucifer, that he never puts 
ou out of Commons for non-payment, &c/ 

Again in the same ; — ^ Fidlers, I use to size my 
nusic, or go on the score for it.' 

SIZAR, or SIZER ; ^ eqmvalent to Oxford Servi* 
or, and is commonly a young man of mean and 
Toor extraction, and one who comes to College to 
nend his circumstances, and to gain a con^ortablt 
voelihood by means of his literary acquirements/ 
"Gent. Mag.) — Not one word of this is true! Yet, 
n all the Dictionaries, Johnson's not excepted, 
^iz£i|^ said to be the same with '^ equivalent^' or 

answering 
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antwering to, Sertitor. Whoevser kas resk 
waj little time at Canvbri^y mutt know, tl 
in point of rank, the distinction between f 
sioners and Sizers is by no means consideral 
Between Commoners and Servkors there is a gr 
galfk ^ed. Noting as more common, than to 
Ptniionars and Sizers taking sweet ^counsei tegetli 
and walkiag arm in arm, ^o St» Mary's, as friend 
Formerly, indeed, the Sizers were required to v, 
at table; btit this painful and disgraceful injunct 
is abolished ; in consequence oi wkkh, many vi 
respectable, though not opulent, families are i 
ashamed to center their sons of this xsnk of Studei 
The Sisxrs are allowed their CommoM in HaU ; J 
statins vemsrks, it was accounted a ^reat ferVour 
the £mpeTour's granting any learned mau'— ify Mouo 
€nv9ia<i9, i. e« his 'College £ij3»eg».— -With respect 
their going to the University to Tnend their drcv 
stances f I only answer, woiidd it were so ! In ad 

ti 
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* The Sizers occupy the lanaseatt as the Pensioners. 
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ion ko City Exhibitions, and College aUowaace^ 
10 smaJtl lEicome is required to maintaiai even fi 
§izER» IB these times, with decency.— f&e Enot^ 
mous Expefice in Education at the Univermty ofCaa^ 
bridge, 8vo. 1788 J — In respect to their academical 
habit: At Trinity College, the Sizers wear precisely 
the same dress with the 'Pensioners. At other Col- 
leges, tlie only difference is, that flteir gowns are 
not bordered with velvet. At Peter-House, die 
Pensioner's gown is the same as is worn by the Ba* 
chelors of Arts ; and the Sizers is the same as is 
worn by fhe Pensioners pf St. John's, Emanuel, &c» 
In every College, the Sixers invite, and ane invited 
by, the Tensioners to wine parties; and some of 
them (the former) endeavour to vie with the latter 
in fashionable frivolity. Alluding to the ancietft 
custom of compelling them to wait at the Fellow's 
table, Kit Smart, a son of genius, thus faumoroosly 
alludes in his Tripos on Yawning* 

Haud 
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Hand aliter Sociam esuriens Sizator edacem 
'Dum videty appositasque cibns frustrator hiantem, 
Dentibus infiindens, nequicquam brachia tendit, 
"Sediilos officiosa dapes removere paratus.— 



. SIZING BELL; a bell -which is rung every even- 
ing, at 8 o'clock, to signify that the Sizmg BUI is 
ready. 



SIZING PARTY differs from a supper in thisj 
viz. at a Sisdng Parti/ every one of the guests con- 
tributes his part; i.e. orders what he pleases, at 
his own expence, to his friend's rooms. ^^ A part 
of fowl," or duck ; a roasted pigeon ; " a part of 
apple pye." These Sizing Parties remind us of 
Homer's ^»tr» u(mij as explained by Madam Dacier. 
A sober beaker of brandy, or rum, or hollands, and 
water, concludes the entertainment. 

SOPHS. 
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SOPHSr Senior Sophs, or Sophisters ; Students 
their last year, 

SOPHISM GOWN ; one that bears the matks 
having seen a great deal of service ;~-^^ a thing of 
reds and patches," So in the old Comedy olThe 
wr Scholar^ — >speaking of certain Sophs of this 
scription; 

Their old rags are badges of honour : 
A coat of arms, the older 'tis and plainer, 
'Tis the more honourable : their kabit does 
Declare unto the world, that they have been 
In hot and furious skirmishes, they are so 
Slash t and cut, 

SOPH-MOR; ' the next distinctive appellation 

Freshman.' A writer in the Gent. Mag* thinks 

OR ^ an abbreviation of the Greek Mo^tot^ intro- 

CQd at a time when the Encomium Morictf the 

Praise 
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Pkike of FoUy» of Ensmiuiy w«s so genecallj vsed.' \% 
This is a most surprising conjecture I 

SPINNING HOUSE; an ergastulam; a house 
of labour and correction ; a prison for pFostituta 
under the jurisdiction of the Vice-Chancelloui and 
Proctors. Those of whom they take cognuancei 
are onmes pronubas meretricei et muUertsi tacoi/i* 
nentes notabiliter delinquenfes. 

Millions of such creatures walk the earth 
Obscene, both when we wake, and when we sleep. 

TO SPORT. A word sacred to men of fashion. 
AVhatever they do, is nothing but sporting* ' One 
man sports a parodoxical walking-stick/ f Grose's 
Olio, J — ^Another sports his hat at noon*day— T«7K>r^« 
his dog, and his gun — sports his shooting-jacket.-— 
^ With regard to the word sport, they (the Can- 
tabrigians) sported knowing, and they ^rted igno- 
rant-— 
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7ant>— they sported an Egrotat^ and tikey sported « 
new Coat — they sported an Exeat ; they sported a 
Dormwi, kcJ' (Gent. Mag. Dec. 1794^.) 



TO SPORT A DOOR ; to break it open. " To 
break the windows of a College, to disturb a peace- 
able Student by what b called sPoaxiNG his door 
at midnight, &c. these are the methods which 
young men of spirit have often adopted to display 
their fire." ('Dr. Knox,) — ^The practice is very an- 
cient. 

Non est flagitium — adolescentulum 
----- fores 
Effringere. 

Ter. Adelph. A. 1. Sc. 2. 

A SPORTING MAN v a dashmg fellow ; a sta- 
iute breaker; a Newmarket lomiger ; one who asks 
himselfi with Chaucer, 

Whereto 
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Whereto should I study, and make myself wood, ^'^^' 

(i, e. mad;) \'^ 
Upon a booke alway in cloister to pore ? 

Prolog, to the M(mke, 

Horace very finely alludes to a sporting man, in 
the following : 

Hunc si perconteris, avi cur atque parentis 
Prseclaram ingrata stringat malus ingluvie rem, 
Omnia conductis coemens obsonia nummis ? 
Sordidus, atque animi quod parii nolit haberi. 

Sat. II. lib. I. V. 7. 

Quasi, Quiz. The following * Song' was written 
by a gentleman of sporting talents, and appeared in 
the Morning Chronicle. The latter part would be 
more agreeable, if there was more leviti/ in it. The 
author sports serious, which is out of character ! 

Come^ 
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Orae, yp good ColJ^ Iftds, i^nd ftttcncj to my lays^- 
I'll shew yoi^ the folly of poring o'^r books ; 

f)r all y0 get by it is mere empty praise, 
Or a poor meagre fellowship, and sallow louky, 

Chonis. 

hen lay by your books, lads, and never repine ; 

Arid cram not your attics 

With dry mathematics, 
\it moisten your clay with a bumper of wine. 



he first of mechanics was old Archimedes, 
Who play'd with Rome's ships, as he'd play cup 
and ball ; 

o play the same game^ I can't see where the ne^d is — 
Or why we should fe^ mathematics at all ! 

C^orws,— Then lay by your books, lads, &c. 

K Great 
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iiresLt Newton found out the Binomial law. 
To raise x ^ y to the power of b ; 

Found the distance of planets that he never saw, 
And which we most probably never shall see. 

Chorus. — ^Then lay by your books, lads, &c. 



Let Whiston and Ditton star-gazing enjoy. 
And taste all the sweets mathematics can give ; 

I^t us for our time find out better employ. 

And knowing life's sweets, let us learn how to live* 

Chorus. — ^Then lay by your books, lads, &c. 



These men ex absurdo conclusions may draw ; 

Perpetual motion they never could find : 
Not one of the set, lads, could balance a straw— 

And longitude-seeking is hunting the wind. 

Chorus. — ^Then lay by your books, lads, &c. 

If 
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Ef we study at aU, let us stod y the means 

To make ounelTes fnends, and to keep them whea 
made; 

MjdBm to value the blessiogi kind Heaven ordains-— 
To make other men happy, let that be our trade. 

Ckorwi. 
Let each day be better than each day before ; 

Without pain or sorrow. 

To day or to-morrow, 
iH&j we live, my good lads, to see many days more; 

STANDING; academical age, or rank. « Of 
wbat standing are you ? I am a Senior Soph.*' To 
stand for an honour. (Phr.) — ^Tbe learned Godwyn 
supposes, that, the juridical phrases among the 
Romans— Stare in senatVy to prevail in the senate ; 
Causd cadere, to be cast in one's suit ; have been 
taken out of their Fencing-schools, where the set 
posture of the body, by which a man prepares him- 

K2 oq\( 
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self to fight and grapple with tWe dti^itiy, Is termed 
Status or Gradus. As ceden de statu, td give back 
"^^radum vel statvm sercarcj to keep one's stani- 
f»^— And that from thence those elegancies have 
been translated into places of judgment/ 

TARDY; to be noticed for coming late into 
Chapel. ** I have known,*' says Gilbert Wakefield, 
** a sleepy devotee delayed so long by the drowsy 
God, as to make it Requisite to come at last with- 
out his clothes ; and he has stood shivering with the 
flimsy fig-leaf of a surplice to veil his outward fel- 
low." — (Memoirs J p. 1^7*) 

Haply, some friend may shake his hoary head. 
And say — " Each morn^ unchiird by fVosts, hcrtm 

With hose ungarter'df o'er yon turfy bed. 
To reach the chapel e'er the psalms began. 

i, e. to escape being tardy.. 
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TERM-TROTTERS ; young men who contfivc 
to he in College the night before the diTision of the 
term, and out of it the morning after the close. 

TICK, a creditor. To tick ; to go on trust. 
So in Footers Liar : 

Old Wild, Now, Sir, it is incumbent on you 
to discharge your debt. 

Young Wild, In the College phrase^ I shall beg 
leave to tick a little longer. 

" It is a merry saying which they have at Oxford, 
when any tradesman is grown rich by trusting the 
Scholars, that hii faith hath made him whole." 7Vr- 
rce Filius, No. 33. The following lines of Tom 
Randolph (a writer of great genius, whose works, 
however, have long ceased to be rcdde,) are not 
destitute of humour; though ticking, it must be 
allowed, is a very serious thing. 

2 HftxV.^ 
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Hark, reader ! if thou never yet hadst one, 
I'll shew the torments of a Cambridge dw^^ 
He rails wheree'er he comes, and yet can say 
But this, that Randolph does not kebp his day. 
What ! can I keep the day^ or, stop the sun 
From setting, or the night from coming on ? 



These evil spirits haunt me every day. 
And will not let me eat, study, or pray* 
I'm so much in their books, that, it is known, 
I am too seldom frequent in my own* 
What damage given to my doors might be, 
If doors might actions have of battery ? 
And when they find their coming to no end, 
They dun by proxy, and their lettei-s send, 
In such a stile as I could never £nd 
In Tully's long, or Seneca's short wind. 



€( 
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^'^ Good Master Randolph, pardon me, I praiy. 
If I remember* you forget your day. 
I kindly dealt with you, and it would be 
Unkind in you not to be kind to me, &c. 
Thus hoping you will make a courteous end, 
I resf (I WOULD thou wouldst !) your loving 
friend. 



Of the origin, or etymology, of the term tick, no 
conjecture has been offered. It seems to me to be 
a diminutive of ticket, a check. This conjee- 
ture may derive support from the following passage 
in Decker's Gul's Hornbook, 1609. Speaking of 
the gallants who go by water to the play-house— 
* No matter upon landing whether you have money, 
or no— You may swim in twentie of their boats 
over the river upon ticket/ 

THIRDING; 

* To remember formerly signified to remind. 



136 

THIRDING ; « a custom prtctised at the Uni- 
▼enitiesy where two iHrds of the origiiial price is 
allowed by the Upholsterers to the StodeDts for 
householil goods returned them within the year/— 
(Grout met.) 

TRIPOS ; a long piece of white and brown paper, 
like that on which the commonest ballads are printed, 
containing Latin hexameter verses, with the author's 
name, &c. The Cambridge Tripos, it has been 
conjectured, was probably in old time delivered like 
the Terrae Filius from a Tripod^ a three-legged 
stool, in humble imitation of the Delphic Oracle. 
It is mentioned in the statute de tollendis ineptiis in 
publicis disputationibus,* an. I626 . ■ ut prae- 

varicatores, 



• The following, from the facetious Fuller, will serve to 
shew to what lengths they went formerly in ineptiis. See his 
< Worthies,* Edit. 1684. • When Morton, afterwards Bp. 
of Durham, stood for the degree of D. D. at Cambridge, he 

advanced 
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varicatores, tripodesy alii que omnes disputantes 
vejterum academias fortnam, &c. 

WQOPEN SPOON, for wooden heads: the 
last of those candidates for the degree of A. B. who 
take honours: the lowest of the Junior Optime's. 
After wooden spoony foll9w jthe ot iroJs}<ot, It is an 
old saying, that. Wranglers are born with gold spoons 

L in 



advanced something which was displeasing to the professor, 
-who exclaimed, with some warmth, Commosti mihi stomachum. 
To whom Morton replied, Gratulor tibi, Reverende Professor, 
de bono tuo stomacko^ cxnabis apud me h4c nocte.' The 
English word Stomach formerly signified passion^ indignation. 
Archbishop Cranmer appointed one Trovers to a fellowship at 
Trinity College, who had been before rejected (says my author) 
on account of his intolerable stomach. This would be thought a 
singular discommendation in the present day. — To add another 
story from Fuller, relating publicis dxsputationibus. 

• When a professor of logic pressed an answerer, a better 
Christian than a Clerk, with a hard argument ; Reverende Pro- 
fessor, (said he,) ingenue confiteor me non posse respondere 
huic argumento. To whom the professor— /?tfc/ff respondes,' 
(Holy and Profane State.) 
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in their mouths, Senior Optime's with silvei 
nior Optime's with wooden, and the oi iroXT^Oi 
leaden ones ! '^ What is heavier than lead f and 
is the name thereof, but a fool }*'"--( Ecclus. 2 
U.J 

WRANGLER,— (Senior Wrangler,)— the h 
honour in the Schools. " The ancients," s 
learned lady, " left our cotemporaries little t 
prove upon even in this art, (Wrangling;' 
Hume is not a neater Sophist than Protagoras; 
in a controversy between himself and his dis 
baffled the Judges, as old story tells, with a c 
ma not ill worth repeating. A rich young 
EvATHLUS by name, desired to learn his m 
of puzzling causes ; and paying him half the 
agreed upon at first, promised him the othei 
when he should have gained his first cause, 
the time of sttidy was past, Evathlus, called 
to some other employment, forbore pleading : 

2 c- 
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mrts'j and Protagoras, weary of waiting, sued 
ni for the money, urging this, as.^e hoped, unan- 
^qrable argument: — * Either I gain tny cause, 
i4: you, Evathlus, will be condemned to pay; 
•you, having gained it, wiH'be obliged to- pay 
icordtng to the original terms df pur agree- 
ent/ But the young man having ..learned to 
iVANGLE.as well as his master, spun ^torted up* 

■' ■ • • •'• .■.'■"• 

ib^im the following dilemma: ' Either the judges 
■'..''.'' • . • • 

s^rhargd.me, aiid of course the debt is made void; 

'they condemn me, by which event I equally 

.ye, my money; for being condemoed ,to lose, 

jj^45 clearly ivot gained my first cause. 

. -^ '. .. . 

*^Tis said that the matter remained ever undecided; 
^t from this, perhaps, the young men obtaining the 
'st mathematical honours at Cambridge are termed 
'^R A.NGLERS." — (Piozzis British Synonym.VoLII.) 

THE END OP THE 

GRADUS AD CANTABRIGIAM. 
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ERRATA. 

Pdge 7, Hae 14, fir neure, rrx/, nescire. 
Page 30, Ume lO^ fir fimns, read^ finnans. 
Page 49, £tA; lO, fiir on, rrji, an. 
Pa^t 65, /mf 6, /yr adhibe, reai^ adbibc 
Page 74, line 1, y^r habet, fAi^, habcs. 
Page 95, //« 4, for «c«ie, reai, scene. 



Printed by Thomas Maiden, 
Sherboume-Lane. 
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